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ABSTRACT 


The  purpose  of  this  study  was  i^l)  to  ascertain  the 
current  practices  in  noon-hour  supervision  in  Alberta  central¬ 
ized  schools;  (2)  to  obtain  reactions  of  classroom  teachers 
and  parents  to  various  problems  of  noon-hour  supervision;  and 
{3)  to  suggest  how  centralized  schools  mi^t  best  handle  the 
problem  of  noon-hour  supervision. 

Three  sets  of  questionnaires  were  developed  as  instru¬ 
ments  for  collecting  data.  Ninety  questionnaires  were  sent  to 
principals  of  schools  in  all  parts  of  Alberta;  one  hundred  and 
twenty  were  sent  to  teachers  of  centralized  schools  in  ten 
selected  school  divisions;  and  one  hundred  were  distributed 
to  selected  parents  of  two  centralized  school  districts.  Over 
ninety-three  per  cent  returns  were  received  in  each  case. 

The  questionnaires  sent  to  principals  sought  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  following:  purposes  of  noon-hour  supervision; 
arrangements  for  supervising  the  school  and  playgrounds, 
lunch  rooms,  indoor  activities,  and  sports;  arrangements  for 
allowing  conveyed  students  to  go  up  town  at  noon;  type  of 
equipment  and  accommodation  available;  and  methods  used  to 
obtain  staff  co-operation  for  noon-hour  supervision. 

The  questionnaires  sent  to  teachers  were  designed  to 
reveal  the  nature  of  their  duties;  the  time  spent  in  carrying 
out  these  duties;  complaints  regarding  noon-hour  duties;  and 
opinions  on  ten  problems  inherent  in  noon-hour  supervision. 

iv 


The  questionnaires  sent  to  parents  sought  to  determine 
whether  they  favored  hot  lunches  in  school;  whether  they  would 
take  turns  to  prepare  such  lunches,  and  supervise  the  play 
activities  of  the  elementary  pupils;  and  their  opinions  on 
ten  problems  related  to  noon-hour  supervision. 

The  findings  from  the  questionnaires  and  a  critical 
review  of  the  related  literature  formed  the  bases  of  this 
study.  The  findings  from  the  questionnaires  sent  to  prin¬ 
cipals  revealed  that  almost  all  schools  had  a  working  arrange¬ 
ment  for  noon-hour  supervision.  However,  in  a  considerable 
number  of  these  schools  the  supervision  of  indoor  activities, 
sports,  and  lunch  rooms  could  not  be  considered  adequate  when 
compared  with  practices  recommended  in  the  literature,  in 
this  respect,  the  facilities  for  preparing  hot  lunches  were 
practically  non-existent.  Moreover,  the  findings  indicated 
that  supervision  emphasized  order  and  discipline  more  than 
socialization  among  pupils. 

rhe  findings  from  the  questionnaires  sent  to  teachers 
revealed  that  although  most  teachers  accepted  noon-hour  duties 
willingly,  many  felt  that  the  noon-hour  programs  in  their 
schools  were  inadequate  and,  as  a  result,  few  children  had 
worthwhile  things  to  do.  Most  teachers  felt  that  the  time 
they  spent  on  noon-duty  was  reasonable,  but  some  complained 
that  they  were  required  to  spend  up  to  five  hours  per  week, 
borne  other  complaints  listed  by  the  teachers  were  the  result 
of  lack  of  co-operation  between  staffs  and  principals. 
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The  findings  from  the  questionnaires  sent  to  parents 
indicated  that  the  majority  of  them  favored  hot  lunches  in 
school  and  that  about  one-third  of  them  were  prepared  to 
assist  in  preparing  hot  lunches.  However,  only  two  parents 
volunteered  to  supervise  play  activities  of  elementary  pupils. 
Most  parents  felt  that  noon-hour  activities  were  desirable, 
and  the  majority  of  them  indicated  that  they  would  support 
spending  more  money  on  games  and  equipment. 

On  the  basis  of  the  literature  reviewed  and  the  re¬ 
plies  to  the  questionnaires,  the  following  nine  recommenda¬ 
tions  are  presented: 

1.  The  noon-hour  program  should  be  planned  early  in  the 
school  year,  every  year,  by  the  staff  and  pupils. 

2.  Most  of  the  activities,  if  not  all,  should  be  scheduled. 

3#  The  no on- intermission  should  be  not  less  than  one  and 

one-half  hours  long. 

4.  All  teachers  should  be  available  for  supervision,  includ¬ 
ing  the  principal. 

3.  Adequate  steps  should  be  taken  to  protect  pupils  from 
accidents  and  to  protect  school  property. 

6.  Parents  should  be  kept  informed  of  the  noon-hour  program. 

7*  responsible  students  should  be  asked  to  assist  teachers 
with  routine  noon-hour  duties. 

8.  Hating  lunch  should  be  considered  one  of  the  most  important 
noon-hour  activities. 

3.  The  whole  staff  should  participate  in  developing  and  stat¬ 
ing  the  purposes  of  the  noon-hour  program. 
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THE  PROBLEM  AND  DEFINITIONS  OF  TERMS  USED 


Int  redact  Ion  to  the  Problem 
Tha  centralization  of  schools  in  Alberta  in  recent 
years  has  created  some  urgent  problems  in  noon^hour  super¬ 
vision.  Many  pupils  bring  their  lunches  to  school  and  are 
left  with  free  time  during  the  noon-hour.  Some  pupils  will 
use  this  time  for  study;  some  will  gather  for  noisy  conversa¬ 
tion.  ”Many  others,  bored  and  restless,  will  go  looking  for 
’things*  to  do.  And  often  as  not,  they'll  start  running 
around  the  halls  and  rooms,  causing  disturbances  and  upset¬ 
ting  the  school  routine.”^ 

What  should  be  done  with  a  large  group  of  children 
during  the  noon-hour?  What  kind  of  supervision  is  necessary? 
How  many  teachers  should  be  on  duty?  What  can  be  done  about 
the  teachers*  resentment  to  such  duties? 

It  is  suggested  in  the  literature  that: 

Present  day  lunch  period  systems  fall,  in  the  main, 
into  two  categories— the  “turn  'em  loose  and  let  ’em 
run”  and  the  “sweat  ’em  out“  approaches.  The  first 
approach  is  characterized  by  a  short  eating  period 
followed  by  turning  the  children  out  on  the  playground 
en  masse  to  shift  for  themselveso  Members  of  the  teach¬ 
ing  staff  strive  desperately  to  provide  some  kind  of 


^C.  E.  Anderson,  “Supervised  Noon-Hour  Coach, “ 
Scholastic  Goach>  22:48,  September,  19^2. 
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supervision  under  impossible  conditions.  In  large 
schools  hundred  of  pupils  will  be  milling  about  at 
this  time  under  the  **watchful  eye”  of  the  completely 
harassed  duty  teachers.  The  defects  of  this  answer 
to  the  lunch  period  problem  are  obvious:  poor  super¬ 
vision  of  pupils,  lack  of  organized  play  activities, 
development  of  poor  play  habits  and  eating  habits, 
loss  of  lunch  period  for  the  duty  teachers  and  many 
others  too  numerous  to  mention. 

Under  the  second  of  our  present  day  approaches 
the  children  are  allowed  a  short  eating  period,  usu¬ 
ally  20  to  2^  minutes,  and  then  return  directly  to 
the  classroom  for  the  continuation  of  their  studies. 

Duty  teachers  supervise  the  eating  period  and  are 
responsible  for  lunchroom  behavior.  Under  the  system 
there  is  no  escape  for  either  the  teacher  or  the  pupil. 
The  lunch  period  is  a  necessary  evil  to  be  gotten  over 
with  as  quickly  as  possible.  With  the  teacher  and 
pupils  safely  back  in  their  rooms  order  and  quiet  can 
again  reign  supreme.  The  mental  hygiene  of  both  pupil 
and  teacher  is  completely  sublimated  to  a  speed-up 
system  that  solves  the  problem  by  avoiding  it.  Neither 
of  these  approaches  is  able  to  fill  the  void,  we  must 
look  for  something  new— perhaps  a  combination  and  modi¬ 
fication  of  the  two  systems  already  described.  Our  new 
systan  must  be  equitable  to  teachers  and  educationally 
sound  in  terms  of  pupil  needs  in  order  to  fill  the  void 
adequately. 2 

Industry  has  long  since  recognized  that  production 
can  be  increased  significantly  by  providing  rest  periods, 
adequate  lunch  time,  and  a  shorter  work  day.  The  roaring 
machines  can  be  turned  off  to  provide  the  worker  with  peace 
and  quiet.  Principals  and  teachers  are  faced  with  a  far  more 
difficult  problem:  they  must  deal  with  children  who  will  not 
permit  themselves  to  be  turned  on  or  off  at  will.  Thus  the 
question  is:  ”Can  we  devise  a  lunch  period  situation  that 
will  adequately  meet  the  needs  of  children  and  at  the  same 


2 

Martin  Kalish,  "The  Void  in  the  school  Day,"  School 
Executive  Magazine.  71:127i  May,  19^2. 
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time  provide  a  much  needed  rest  for  the  teacher?” 

The  Problem 

The  purpose  of  this  study  was  ^1)  to  ascertain  the 
current  practices  in  noon-hour  supervision  in  Alberta  schools 
in  which  part  of  the  pupils  are  conveyed;  (2^  to  obtain  re¬ 
actions  of  classroom  teachers  and  parents  to  various  problems 
of  noon-hour  supervision;  and  O)  “to  suggest  how  centralized 
schools  might  best  handle  the  problem  of  noon-hour  supervi¬ 
sion.  Three  sets  of  questionnaires  were  developed  as  instru¬ 
ments  for  collecting  data#  The  main  questionnaires  which 
were  sent  to  principals  of  schools  were  prepared  first.  The 
following  questions  received  attention: 

1.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  supervising  the  school 
and  the  playgrounds? 

2#  what  are  the  arrangements  for  supervising  the  lunch¬ 
rooms? 

3.  How  are  indoor  activities  organized  and  supervised? 

4*  How  are  sports  supervised? 

3.  what  are  the  arrangements  for  allowing  conveyed  stu¬ 
dents  to  go  up-town  at  noon? 

6.  .what  equipment  and  accommodation  are  available? 

7.  How  is  staff  co-operation  obtained  for  noon-hour 
supervisi on? 

8.  what  are  the  functions  of  noon-hour  supervision? 
Importance  of  the  study. — This  study  is  Justified  on 

the  premise  that  ”the  responsibility  of  public  schools  today 

3 
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is  so  great  that  they  must  use  every  hour  available  during 

4 

the  school  day  to  direct  the  development  of  the  pupil."  it 
is  felt  that  a  good  noon-hour  program  can  provide  an  excel¬ 
lent  opportunity  for  social  development. 

The  trend  towards  centralization  of  schools  in  Alberta 
is  relatively  recent.  I'he  problems  Inherent  in  noon-hour 
supervision  are^  in  some  schools,  just  emerging,  to  the  best 
of  the  writer ^s  knowledge,  a  study  of  this  kind  has  never  been 
undertaken  in  Alberta,  it  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  find¬ 
ings  and  recommendations  of  this  study  will  be  of  value  to 
teachers,  principals  and  administrators  in  developing  noon- 
hour  programs  of  high  quality. 

^cope  and  limitations. --The  population  selected  for 
the  main  questionnaire  used  in  this  study  consisted  of  ninety 
principals  of  Alberta  village  and  town  schools  in  which  twen¬ 
ty  per  cent  or  more  of  the  pupils  were  conveyed  and  in  which 
three  or  more  high  school  teachers  were  engaged.  In  addition, 
120  questionnaires  were  sent  to  classroom  teachers  in  selected 
centralized  schools  of  seven  school  divisions  of  Alberta. 

Also,  one  hundred  questionnaires  were  sent  to  selected  parents 
of  two  centralized  schools  in  the  Smoky  Lake  School  Division. 

Definition  of  Terms 

Supervision  refers  to  democratic  direction  and  guidance 
4 

William  B.  Axtell  and  Darrol  JS.  Robinson,  «What  Makes 
a  Good  Noon-Hour  Program,"  The  Nation^s  Schools.  44:29,  Sep¬ 
tember,  1949. 
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of  student  activities  to  the  end  that  they  promote  physical, 


social,  moral,  and  emotional  development  of  the  pupils. 

Planning  refers  to  discovering  and  preparing  a  way 
for  some  needed  decision  in  a  situation  which  is  too  involved 
to  be  disposed  of  off-hand. 

fc>Qhedule  refers  to  a  table  containing  the  names  of 
individuals  who  will  undertake  a  particular  activity  at  a 
particular  time  and  at  a  designated  place. 

Snort  is  used  to  refer  to  an  athletic  field  game  that 
involves  two  teams  with  a  specified  number  of  participants, 
e.g.  baseball,  volleyball,  hockey,  curling. 

ifiQUinment  refers  to  the  materials  possessed  by  the 
school  which  are  not  part  of  the  buildings  as  permanent  fix¬ 
tures. 

J^valuation  refers  to  making  judgments  on  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  pre- determined  goals  and  used  as  a  basis  for  revising 
plans. 
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CHAPi'iiK  II 


RBVlJli^  OJJ*  THE  RELATED  Lli'ERATaRE 


This  chapter  presents  a  review  of  literature  dealing 
with  practices  in  noon-hour  supervision  in  American  central¬ 
ized  schools.  The  information  is  organized  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  headings 2  supervision  of  lunch  rooms  and  cafeterias; 
supervision  of  playgrounds;  and  organization  and  supervision 
of  indoor  activities. 

Supervision  of  Lunch  Rooms  and  Cafeterias 
Gurtailing  noon-hour  period. — In  some  American 
schools  the  problem  of  supervising  the  noon-hour  has  been 
reduced  by  curtailing  the  noon  period  and  allowing  the  stu¬ 
dents  just  enough  time  to  eat  lunch  before  returning  to 
their  studies.  Gartrell  favors  this  practice  and  gives  the 
following  as  one  reason:  "The  administration  feels  that 
vigorous  physical  activity  by  the  students  during  the  noon- 
hour,  either  before  or  after  eating,  is  not  in  accord  with 
recognized  health  principles."^  This  contention  is  not  sup¬ 
ported  by  other  writers.  Miller,  Moyer  and  Patrick  state: 

Criticism  is  sometimes  offered  that  participation 
in  active  and  highly  competitive  sports  following  the 


Kenneth  Gartrell.  "One  Solution  to  the  Noon-Hour 
Dilemma,"  Ohio  Schools.  32:2o,  January,  19^4. 
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noon  meal  is  undesirable  and  harmful*  uonversations 
with  the  directors  of  these  successful  programs  have 
failed  to  substantiate  this  criticism.  They  report 
that  if  the  participants  for  the  day  are  supervised 
to  see  that  good  health  rules  of  eating  and  diet  are 
observed,  the  incidence  of  illness  or  other  observable 
unfavorable  reactions  is  no  higher  than  at  timeSpWhen 
pupils  do  not  participate  in  these  active  games. 

Another  article  supports  the  same  view:  "Scientific 
tests  show  that  not  only  is  the  afternoon  performance  improved 
by  the  elongated  lunch  hour,  but  that  the  teacher  herself  is 

3 

less  fatigued  at  the  end  of  the  day." 

Staggered  lunch  periods. — «lhere  the  cafeteria  faci¬ 
lities  are  inadequate  to  seat  the  entire  student  body  at  one 
time,  staggered  lunch  periods  are  scheduled  in  some  schools. 

under  this  plan  several  classes  are  sent  into  the  lunchroom  at 

4 

designated  intervals.  Brackett  has  found  that  this  arrange¬ 
ment  reduced  hall  congestion  and  minimized  organizational 

detail.  There  is  considerable  consensus,  in  the  literature, 

5  6 

on  the  staggered  lunch  plan.  Hatfield  and  i.owe,  Hancarrow, 


2 

jrranklin  A.  Miller,  James  H.  Moyer,  and  Robert  B. 
Patrick,  Planning  btudent  Activities,  p.  ^03.  JiJnglewood 
Cliffs,  N.  J. :  Prentice-Hall,  Inc.,  1^36. 

3 

"A  Lunch  Program:  An  Example  of  Good  Living,*’  The 
instructor.  38:16,  March,  1^49 * 

4 

Kussell  D.  Brackett,  "The  Staggered  Lunch  Hour  Plan," 
The  American  school  Board  Journal.  131:41-42,  September,  1933* 

•^iivelyn  r’.  Hatfield  and  Joe  Lowe,  "I  Dreaded  Noon 
Hour,"  American  Association  for  Health.  Physical  education 
and  Recreation  Journal.  26:29,  December,  1933* 

6 

James  is.  Nancarrow,  "Staggered  schedule,  iraster 
Service,"  The  Nation »s  schools.  60:78-80,  July,  1937* 
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7 

and  the  Committee  on  l^roblems  of  the  Lunch  hour'  recomLi^end 
this  practice. 

8 

tiealth  and  nutrition  education. --One  study  recom¬ 
mends  that  instruction  be  given  in  healthful  eating  habits 
such  as  washing  hands  before  lunch,  using  a  napkin,  eating 
slowly  and  eating  dessert  last;  and  that  a  nutrition  program 

be  established  to  seek  parental  co-operation  to  make  the  "bag 

g 

lunch"  a  balanced  lunch.  Norris  takes  a  similar  view;  he 
advocates  that  teaching  desirable  food  selection  and  correct 
eating  habits  should  be  one  of  the  principal  goals  of  the 
school  lunch  program,  bheppard^^  states  that  in  his  school 
menus  are  planned  with  the  pupils  and  sent  home  in  advance. 
This  enables  the  mothers  to  plan  the  evening  meal  so  that  the 
food  the  child  had  at  noon  will  not  be  duplicated  at  home  on 
the  same  day.  In  another  elementary  school^^  the  lunch  hour 
is  considered  an  integral  part  of  the  school  program:  the 
children  are  taught  nutritional  values,  weights  and  measure¬ 
ments,  handling  of  money,  and  courtesy.  The  writer  believes 

7 

"Committee  on  Problems  of  the  Lunch  Hour,"  Baltimore 
Bulletin  of  Education.  ^2:20,  November,  19^4. 

8 

Ibid.,  p.  24. 

9 

^R.  B.  Norris,  "Make  Better  Use  of  the  Midday  Break," 
The  Nation^ s  Schools.  42:57,  August,  1^48. 

10 

I.  B.  Sheppard,  "More  Than  i<‘ood,"  The  Nation* a 
Schools.  40:56,  October,  1547« 

11 

"Lunch  Period  Has  a  Classroom  Tie-In  at  Orange," 
Texas  Outlook.  55:25-25,  December,  1549* 
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that  these  practices  appear  quite  feasible  and,  undoubtedly, 
desirable  in  Alberta  centralized  schools,  particularly  in 
elementary  grades. 

Parent  supervision. — There  is  definite  support  in  the 
12 

literature  that  teachers  should  have  relief  from  noon-hour 
duties  while  they  are  having  lunch  themselves.  Novel  prac¬ 
tices  which  provide  this  relief  are  described  in  two  articles. 

13 

in  some  one-room  schools  parents  take  turns  in  providing 

14 

soup.  In  another  school  fifty  mothers  volunteered  to  help 
with  the  preparation  of  the  lunch  and  its  supervision. 

supervision  of  the  Playground 
According  to  the  literature  supervision  of  the  play¬ 
grounds  involves  dividing  the  playground  into  areas  for  des¬ 
ignated  activities,  drawing  up  schedules  for  the  activities, 
planning  activities  with  pupils  and  teachers,  selecting  pupil 
leaders,  and  providing  teacher  or  parent  supervision  for  the 
activities. 

13 

Areas  for  organized  play. — Trethaway  states  that 

12 

"Gommittee  on  Problems  of  the  Lunch  Hour,*’  op.  cit.. 
p.  23;  ’’Lunch  Time— Program  or  Problem,”  New  York  Htate  Educa¬ 
tion.  42:411,  March,  1933. 

13 

”A  Lunch  Program:  An  Example  of  Good  Living,”  op. 
cit.,  p*  16. 

14 

John  E.  English,  ’’Parents  Take  Over  at  Lunch,” 

School  Executive  Magazine.  7^:107-08,  December,  1934. 

13 

Edwin  H.  Trethaway,  ’’Don’t  Just  Turn  Them  Loose,” 
National  Education  Association  Journal.  43:214,  April,  1934. 


10 


inherent  in  playground  supervision  is  a  plan  showing  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  play  areas,  diamonds,  courts,  apparatus,  and  mar¬ 
ginal  areas  for  both  primary  and  upper  grade  children.  He  has 
a  valid  reason  for  his  contention:  usually  the  older,  more  ag¬ 
gressive  pupils  usurp  the  larger  and  better  areas  for  their 
team  or  large  group  games  while  the  smaller  children  and 
those  inclined  toward  individual  and  small  group  play  are 

pushed  off  to  marginal  areas.  The  same  view  is  expressed  by 
16  17 

Kilroy,  McCooe  and  Hutchinson,  and  the  Committee  on 

l8 

Problems  of  the  Lunch  Hour. 

19 

bcheduled  activities. — Trethaway  maintains  that 

each  teacher  should  be  provided  with  a  schedule  of  the  play 

areas  and  a  mimeographed  sketch  showing  the  location  of  these 

areas  on  the  playground.  The  committee  on  Problems  of  the 
20 

Lunch  Hour  states  that  where  there  is  not  enough  equipment, 
such  as  swings  and  slides,  to  accommodate  all  the  children 
who  are  interested  in  using  it,  scheduling  becomes  necessary. 
The  purpose  of  scheduling  is  to  insure  participation  by  most, 

^^Thomas  J.  Kilroy,  **Child  Leaders  Take  Over  Noon- 
Hour  Playground,”  The  Nation *s  Hchools^  47:^5,  January,  19^1 

17 

David  L.  McGooe,  Jr.  and  Clifford  ifi.  Hutchinson,  «An 
Experiment  in  Noon-Time  Recreation,”  The  Education  Digest. 
17:20,  December,  1991* 

18 

‘♦Committee  on  Problems  of  the  Lunch  Hour,”  op.  cit.^ 

p.  21. 

19 

Edwin  H.  Trethaway,  on.  cit.,  p.  21^. 

20 

♦♦Committee  on  Problems  of  the  Lunch  Hour,”  op.  clt.. 


p.  21 


11 


if  not  all,  pupils.  Norris  says:  "Students  should  be  gently 
guided  into  activities.  This  can  probably  be  accomplished 
best  by  the  use  of  student  committees  that  can  plan  methods 
for  inducing  the  more  reticent  boys  and  girls  to  participate 

21 

in  the  varied  activities.  The  program  should  be  voluntary.'* 

Pupil  participation  in  activity  planning. — A  planned 
program  should  take  into  consideration  the  interests  of  the 
different  age  groups  within  the  school.  Pupil  selection  of 
types  of  activities  provides  a  good  basis  upon  which  to  build 
the  entire  program.  Axtell  and  Kobinson  state: 

The  noon-hour  program  for  each  semester  should  be 
democratically  planned  by  the  administrator,  the  staff 
and  the  pupils#  It  is  dangerous  to  assume  that  the 
plans  made  for  one  semester  will  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
pupils  for  all  time.  Also,  there  is  a  decided  advantage 
in  the  policy  of  participation.  Pupils  should  feel  that 
they  have  a  chance  to  determine  their  own  activities  and 
the  right  to  change  what  is  unpleasant  to  them.^^ 

23 

Watrous  supports  this  view  and  suggests  that  a  pupil  commit¬ 
tee  under  a  teacher  sponsor  can  be  used  effectively  to  plan 
noon-hour  activities. 

Pupil  leaders. — There  is  considerable  consensus  that 
pupil  leaders  can  assist  teachers  in  supervising  the  playground 


21 

H.  B.  Norris,  op#  cit.>  p#  ^8. 

22 

William  B.  Axtell  and  Barrel  B.  Bobinson,  "What  Makes 
a  Good  Noon-Bour  Program,"  The  Nation*s  schools.  44:31, 
September,  1^49. 

23 

'^M.  L.  Watrous,  "Pupil  Participation  in  Improvement 
of  Noon-Hour  Activities,"  National  Elementary  Principal^  32; 
212,  September,  193^4. 


.,.14 ... 


o 


5 


'.  •  :'  ‘5 


4.:..; -  ft,- :. 

,  ■  ftcj:  -x  .:  i'  --  .  .. 


-  j  .J.r 


u' 


O  .‘.'vV-J.  .'  I-  "  ft  DO 


■  i  : 


:  .♦' 


< 

« i-v. :. 


t 


,0. 


I 


ft  j  ...ft,'.  .  L!-  :..  .  .  .  /  J',. 

.  .  ■■  . .  '" 

■  '  ■  '  ."O'D.,'. 

T'd 

..  ....  ■;  ."'■'■"'vi' 

,  ■■  '  ■ '  D  4  D  ".:  ft  C  .  - 


1^ 


12 


24  25 

activities.  Mcuooe  and  Hutchinson,  Trethaway,  and 
Hilroy^^  have  found  this  practice  effective,  ihe  duties  for 
which  pupil  leaders  are  held  responsible  include:  ^1^  check¬ 
ing  out  and  returning  equipment  and  supplies,  ^2;  organizing 
and  instructing  the  participants  in  the  activity,  seeing 
that  rules  of  safety  and  fair  play  are  followed  at  each  game, 

and  keeping  order  at  the  activity.  However,  iixtell  and 
27 

Hobinson  caution  teachers  not  to  give  one  child  authority 
over  another,  xhat  must  remain  a  teacher  responsibility. 

Teacher  or  parent  supervision. --Axtell  and  Hobinson*^ 
say  that  all  teachers  should  be  available  for  assignment 
as  noon-hour  supervisors.  However,  they  recommend  that  to 
maintain  peak  teaching  efficiency,  the  principal  should  sched¬ 
ule  classes  so  that  each  teacher  receives  a  free  period  to 

29 

compensate  for  the  extra  time  spent  on  noon-duty,  nalish  ^ 
is  in  accord  with  the  last  statement.  But  if  one  mother* s 
innovation  could  be  duplicated  in  schools,  then  no  com¬ 
pensation  would  be  necessary.  On  her  own  initiative,  Mrs. 

24 

David  L.  McGooe,  Jr.  and  Clifford  iS.  Hutchinson, 

OP.  cit..  p.  21. 

25 

Hdwin  H.  Trethaway,  op.  cit.>  p.  215. 

26 

Thomas  J.  Kilroy,  op.  cit..  pp.  55-54. 

27 

William  B.  Axtell  and  Darrol  B.  Robinson,  op.  cit.. 

p.  51. 

28 

ibid. .  p.  50. 

^^Martin  Kalish,  "The  Void  in  the  Bchool  Day,"  School 
Executive  Magazine.  71:12?,  May,  1?52. 
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30 

Vanderbilt  organized  a  group  of  mothers  to  take  turns  in 

supervising  pupil  activities  in  the  elementary  school  that 

her  child  attends.  Credence  is  given  to  this  practice  by  the 

51 

Committee  on  Problems  of  the  Lunch  hour  which  in  its  visits 
to  various  schools  found  parents  rendering  cafeteria  and 
lunchroom  duties,  administering  first  aid,  playing  games  with 
the  children  and,  in  general,  assisting  teachers  with  noon- 
hour  supervision. 

Organization  and  supervision  of  indoor  Activities 

The  keynote  to  the  organization  of  noon-hour  indoor 
activities  is  pupil-staff  participation  in  planning  and 

scheduling  activities.  This  approach  is  strongly  recommended 

32  33  3^  5  *5 

by  Anderson,  Gribble,  iialish,  and  hatfield  and  Lowe.-^*^ 

Axtell  and  Robinson  say:  »*If  the  children  are  encouraged  to 

participate  in  planning  of  the  noon-hour  activities,  they 

36 

will  feel  that  they  are  doing  what  they  want  to  do.” 

-- 

Gwen  Vanderbilt,  ” ’Mothers*  Corps  *  Provides  Noon 
Relief  for  Teachers,”  Wisconsin  Journal  of  Education,  86:10, 
April,  1934. 

^^”Committee  on  Problems  of  the  Lunch  Hour,”  00.  cit.. 

p.  22. 

32 

C.  H.  Anderson,  "Supervised  Noon  Hour  coach,” 
Scholastic  Coach ^  22:48-31,  September,  1932. 

33 

Barbara  Gribble,  "Noon  Recreation,”  School  Activi¬ 
ties.  24:10^-110,  November,  1932. 

^^Martin  Kalish,  op.  cit.,  pp,  127-130. 

33 

Rvelyn  r*.  Hatfield  and  Joe  Lowe,  op.  cit.>  p.  29. 

B.  Axtell  and  D.  JE.  Robinson,  op.  cit.  ^  p.  31. 
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37  3o 

Gribble  and  Norris  state  that  indoor  activities 
should  be  supervised  by  the  teachers.  Both  writers  suggest 
a  long  list  of  activities  suitable  for  indoors.  Tilton 
recommends  a  noon-movie  program  as  a  main  indoor  activity, 
especially  during  inclement  weather,  he  offers  the  follow¬ 
ing  justification: 

The  noon-movie  program  is  becoming  a  definite  part 
of  the  secondary  curriculum  because  it  diminishes  noon- 
hour  discipline,  excess  hall  congestions  by  providing 
a  desirable  place  for  students  to  go,  keeps  students  in 
the  school  building  instead  of  in  the  streets,  provides 
a  form  of  recreation  which  the  students  request,  and 
creates  a  source  of  income  which  can  be  used  to  finance 
the  audio-visual  program.  The  majority  of  schools 
having  such  a  program  report  favorable  reactions  from 
students,  teachers,  administrators,  and  parents. ‘*39 


37 

'Barbara  Gribble,  op.  clt..  pp,  109-110. 

B.  Norris,  op.  cit..  p.  36. 

S.  Tilton,  ‘’Organization  of  a  Noon-Movie  Program,” 
Audio- visual  Guide.  21; 34,  November,  1934. 


UlUPrER  III 


METHOD  OE  PROCEDURE 

Most  of  the  related  literature  reviewed  in  the  last 
chapter  was  carefully  studied  before  the  first  draft  of  the 
main  questionnaire,  used  in  this  study,  was  prepared.  Most 
of  the  periodicals  which  contained  the  articles  on  noon- hour 
supervision  were  not  available  from  the  Libraries  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Alberta.  Therefore,  these  were  obtained  from  the 
publishers.  In  preparing  the  first  draft  of  the  question¬ 
naire  the  suggestions  given  by  uood  and  bcates^  were  used  as 

2 

far  as  possible,  in  addition  two  theses  were  read  to  ob¬ 
tain  suggestions  in  framing  questions.  The  first  draft  was 
criticized  by  the  thesis  committee  and  then  by  ten  princi¬ 
pals.  (A  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  the  principals  appears 
in  Appendix  A.)  After  the  second  draft  was  criticized  by 
the  thesis  committee,  the  final  draft  was  prepared.  On  May 
7,  19^7,  the  questionnaires  were  mailed  to  ninety  principals 

^Garter  V.  Good  and  Douglas  E.  Scates,  Methods  of 
Rese arch,  pp.  604-34.  New  York:  Appleton-Uentury-Urof ts, 

Inc.,  1934. 

2 

A.  W.  E.  Eriksson,  ”A  Purvey  of  Physical  Education 
and  Health  in  Representative  One-Room  schools  of  Alberta.'* 
(Unpublished  M.  bc.  thesis.  University  of  Washington,  1943); 
Kenneth  Grierson,  "Physical  Education  in  Alberta  High  schools. 
(Unpublished  M.  Ed.  thesis.  University  of  Alberta,  1933.) 
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of  Alberta  centralized  schools  in  which  three  or  more  high 
school  teachers  were  engaged  and  in  which  twenty  per  cent  or 
more  of  the  pupils  wore  conveyed.  (A  sample  of  the  question¬ 
naire  and  accompanying  letter  are  included  in  Appendix  A. ^ 

The  questionnaires  which  were  mailed  to  principals 
sought  data  for  two  separate  M.  Ad.  theses,  the  writer’s  and 
Mr.  at eve  Boyko *s.  aince  Mr.  Boyko  used  the  same  popula¬ 
tion  as  the  writer,  it  was  suggested  by  the  thesis  committee 
that  one  questionnaire  be  prepared  for  both  studies.  The 
reason  given  was  that  the  potential  respondents  would  more 
likely  complete  one  longer  questionnaire  than  two  shorter 
ones.  The  writer,  therefore,  worked  with  Mr.  Boyko  in  pre¬ 
paring  the  second  and  third  drafts  of  the  questionnaire. 
Appendix  A,  however,  shows  only  that  portion  of  the  question¬ 
naire  prepared  by  the  writer  and  used  in  this  study. 

A  populative  survey  was  undertaken  in  this  study.  The 
schools  that  conveyed  more  than  twenty  per  cent  of  the  pupils 
were  determined  from  the  ’’Operation  Keport  19^6-19^7 1”  com¬ 
piled  by  the  Department  of  education.  The  mailing  addresses 
of  the  principals  of  the  schools  chosen  were  obtained  from 
a  booklet  entitled  ’’Accredited  Secondary  schools  in  Alberta 
19^6-19^7,”  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Aducation.  All 

^MT.  Boyko  is  presently  working  on  a  thesis  entitled 
"Current  Practices  in  Axtracurricular  Activities  in  Alberta 
Centralized  schools.” 
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4 

but  two  schools  met  the  definition  used  for  the  population, 
iiowever,  these  two  schools  were  included  in  the  tabulations 
of  Chapter  iv. 

On  June  4,  19^1 ,  a  follow-up  letter*^  was  sent  to 
twenty-four  principals  who  by  that  date  had  not  returned  the 
questionnaires.  Jiighteen  more  questionnaires  were  returned 
making  a  total  of  eighty-four,  or  9J>»^  per  cent. 

Originally  it  was  planned  to  send  questionnaires 
only  to  principals.  However,  at  the  first  thesis  comoiittee 
it  was  suggested  to  send  questionnaires  also  to  classroom 
teachers  and  to  parents.  Accordingly  the  two  sets  of  ques¬ 
tionnaires  were  prepared,  sent  out  to  teachers  and  parents 
for  criticism  and  then  redrafted.  I'hese  questionnaires  were 
then  criticized  by  the  thesis  committee  which  stated  that 
the  final  draft  could  be  prepared  without  revision  of  the 
second  draft. 

The  teacher  questionnaires^  were  sent  to  ten  princi¬ 
pals,  personally  known  to  the  writer,  of  centralized  schools 
in  seven  different  school  divisions  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  province.  These  principals  were  asked  to  distribute 
the  questionnaires  to  their  staffs,  then  to  collect  and  re¬ 
turn  them.  (The  accompanying  letter  appears  in  Appendix  B.) 
All  the  principals  returned  the  questionnaires  as  requested: 

4 

See  Table  iV. 

5  ^ 

^See  Appendix  A. 

^See  Appendix  B. 
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a  total  of  112  were  received* 

7 

The  parent  questionnaires  were  distributed  in  two 
centralized  schools  of  the  timoky  Lake  School  Division.  Fifty 
questionnaires  were  distributed  by  the  writer  in  the  Vilna 
district  and  fifty  by  Mr.  Michael  Skuba,  principal  of  D.  A. 
Kostash  School,  in  the  Smoky  Lake  district*  Approximately 
twice  as  many  questionnaires  were  distributed  to  parents 
whose  children  were  conveyed  as  to  parents  whose  children 
resided  in  town*  (In  both  these  districts  about  two-thirds 
of  the  pupils  are  conveyed.)  A  total  of  ninety-four  parent 
questionnaires  were  completed  and  returned. 

The  data  received  from  principals,  teachers,  and 
parents  were  compiled  and  tabulated  in  chapters  four,  five, 
and  six  of  this  thesis. 


"^See  Appendix  G* 


o  .  ifc' 0  ^  e  ,  .  ..iSS 


‘  eir'i.tL', ';r:  ffb."  '!■' 


;x'i 


is  i:U'Q-ytc  '^IQO' VC  pe^ii-':T*Jo.e' 

Xii*- 


j,  .v‘  '04  U%  eM?fr,  0c  vU-Chr.l-0  i,-.^:^'X€?v\:  ^ 

.*  ,,  :.0  U-ilvaxm  'Xc  vi:0l:i  .-xi^  \;4  uAB ,  u j^i 

fcxr. I ’f 'i  v >•> , ■  j.  c  c ■  iiivXi ■  4;iiii  >•' i’  ^  xOOXi  1  00>.,;vHO«i 

*  .o;?' «  Ex-ixt^simc  .L^-niCp  "inmv  jb  bvi%C 


i  .  ‘J  .1 

.■r0u  ■'.-;rxlw 

:.  0  .  000  Oi  XXl  0  6  ii.Od^' 

’■  '''*^'  i  -t*  ■ 

-  -vj  0  0Odt=5  S.:;t'0l‘xli-'i 

XiX  00^ 

0^x4'  a 

000 

-iii;  .0”‘fC/4  .01  i  ■♦'?:■  .b.tiX  iri 

•Ti.^cl:'’-‘:vX0i''!  iO'  Xa 

0C: i-. 

t\,r 

"v  ;.  t  c',. ..  ,1':. '00  Ovlid'  I'C 

,.  ^mav 

<1,  0n& 

bij  v< 

«:ax  c 

,  0  .0  0  •;  ■  ■.•  li  0 1 X  a  a  x..:0  ,l  j  c  a  wp 

•  bw:. 

;.  'i  •  '■  ■  i 

X'O'i'l. 

0v-"V  i 

'0‘;0'‘';  ■X’.r4'S!».^  v"*  '  -i’ 

^  V  ^ 

,  ■  ,:l-  a  104^'"  .0  0  0:X. 

X'l'  ■  V 

ht'^C 

h  '  X',::Me^t>  01015?  E  0 

nv. 

« ^ 

,;  1,940 iiJ'  '®  f,44  to  xle 

xpi 


"'S, 


CHAPTER  IV 


FINDINGS  FROM  THE  QUESTIONNAIRES  SENT  TO  PRINCIPALS 
General  information 

The  information  received  from  the  first  section  of 
the  questionnaire  is  tabulated  in  Tables  I  to  IV  inclusive. 


TABLE  I 

NUMBER  OF  CLASSROOMS  IN  EIGHTY-FOUR 
ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


Classrooms 

Grades  Represented 

1-12 

7-12 

8-12 

9-12 

10-12 

Total 

Under  10 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

10 

10-14 

27 

5 

1 

31 

18 

1 

19 

20-24 

12 

1 

13 

25-29 

5 

3 

50  and  over 

6 

6 

Tot  al 

69 

7 

2 

5 

3 

84 

Table  I  reveals  that  sixty-three  schools  have  beti^een  ten  and 
twenty-four  classrooms,  ten  schools  have  fewer  than  ten  class¬ 
rooms,  and  eleven  schools  have  twenty-five  or  more  classrooms. 
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Also  in  sixty-nine  schools  grades  one  to  twelve  are  represen¬ 
ted;  in  twelve  schools  only  junior  and  senior  high  school 
grades  are  enrolled;  while  in  three  schools  only  the  high 
school  grades  are  taught. 


TABUi  II 


NUMBER  OF  HIGH  HGHOOL  TEACHERS 
IN  EIGHTY-FOUR  ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


No.  of  Teachers 
in  Grades 

10,  11,  12 

Number 

of  Schools  with  Grades  as  Indicated 

1-12 

7-12 

8-12 

?-12 

10-12 

Total 

23 

1 

24 

4 

20 

2 

1 

23 

12 

12 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

7 

6 

1 

1 

1 

9 

8 

3 

2 

3^ 

11-18  ^  ' 

3 

1 

1 

3 

Tot  al 

69 

7 

2 

3 

3 

84 

Table  II  indicates  that  twenty-four  schools  have  three  high 
school  teachers;  twenty-three  have  four  high  school  teachers; 
eighteen  have  five  or  six  high  school  teachers;  fourteen  have 
seven  or  eight  high  school  teachers;  and  five  have  eleven  to 
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eighteen  high  school  teachers. 

TABLii;  ill 

PUPIL  LNHOLMLNl  IM  LlUtlTY-iJ  OUH 
ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  bCHOOLE 


Number  of  schools  with  urades  as  indicated 


Enrolment 

1-12 

7-12 

8-12 

9-12 

10-12 

Total 

under  100 

1 

1 

100-19^ 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

200-299 

14 

1 

18 

300-599 

16 

2 

1 

19 

400-499 

14 

1 

13 

300-399 

12 

12 

600-699 

4 

4 

700-799 

3 

3 

800-899 

1 

1 

900-999 

1 

1 

1000  and  Over 

4 

4 

Total 

69 

7 

2 

3 

3 

84 

Table  III  shows  that  in  sixty- four  schools  the  enrolment  is 
between  two  hundred  and  399  pupils;  in  seven  schools  the 
enrolment  is  below  1^9  pupils;  in  thirteen  schools  the  en¬ 
rolment  is  six  hundred  pupils  or  more. 
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TABLE  IV 

PERCENTAGE  OP  PUPILS  CONVEYED 
IN  EIGHTY-FOUR  ALBERTA  CMTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


Number  of  Schools  with  Grades  as  indicated 


of  Pupils 
Conveyed 

1-12 

7-12 

8-12 

9-12 

10-12 

Total 

10-19 

2 

2 

20-29 

3 

1 

6 

30-39 

4 

1 

2 

7 

40-49 

10 

3 

13 

30-39 

13 

2 

1 

1 

19 

60-69 

1 

1 

13 

70-73 

10 

10 

80-89 

7 

7 

90-99 

3 

1 

1 

3 

Total 

69 

7 

2 

3 

84 

Table  IV  indicates  that  sixty-four  of  the  schools  convey  be¬ 
tween  thirty  and  seventy-nine  per  cent  of  the  pupils;  eight 
schools  convey  between  ten  and  twenty-nine  per  cent;  twelve 
schools  convey  between  eighty  and  ninety-nine  per  cent. 

General  Noon-Hour  supervision 
The  following  section  of  this  chapter  presents  a 
summary  of  the  answers  received  to  items  one  to  seven  of  the 
corresponding  section  of  the  questionnaire,  in  answering 
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item  one,  eighty-three  principals  stated  that  they  have  a 
working  arrangement  for  noon-hour  supervision  in  their 
schools.  I'he  ways  in  which  these  arrangements  have  been 
arrived  at  are  given  in  the  table  below. 

lABLk  V 

MliiTHODb  UbED  TO  AJRKMGE  NOON-HOUH  bUPERVlblON 
IN  EIGHTY-THREE^  ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  SCx^OOLS 


Method 

Number  of 

bchools 

1. 

Unanimous  agreement  of  the  staff  and 
principal  ....  . 

43 

2. 

Majority  vote  of  the  staff  and  principal. 

13 

3. 

Mutual  agreement  between  board  and  staff. 

12 

4. 

Arbitrary  order  of: 

(a^  principal  . 

2 

(b)  superintendent . 

1 

(c)  board  . 

3 

3. 

Use  of  janitor . 

2 

6. 

Agreement  between  principal  and  teachers 
who  bring  lunch  . 

1 

7. 

Not  stated . 

2 

Total 

83 

^ne  principal  reported  no  working  arrangement  in  his  school. 


The  table  shows  that  forty- three  schools  arrange  noon-hour 
supervision  by  unanimous  agreement  of  staff  and  principal 
and  twelve  schools  by  mutual  agreement  between  the  staff  and 
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board,  ij'ifteen  schools  arrange  their  supervision  by  majority 
vote  of  staff  and  principal  and  eight  by  arbitrary  order  of 
principal,  superintendent,  or  board.  The  use  of  arbitrary 
order  is  questionable:  "Authority  can  lead  a  horse  to  water 
but  cannot  make  him  drink. 


TABLE  VI 

PLACES  SUPERVISED  BY 
EIGHTY-FOUR  ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


Place 

Number  of 
schools 

Hallways  . 

76 

Playgrounds . 

73 

Gymnasium . 

62 

All  classrooms  . 

30 

Designated  classrooms  only  . 

27 

Library . 

22 

Washrooms . 

8 

Basement  playrooms  . 

4 

Lunch  room  . 

1 

None . 

1 

The  answers  to  item  two  are  summarized,  in  order  of 
frequency,  in  Table  VI.  The  table  shows  that  the  three  most 


^Jesse  B.  Sears,  The  Nature  of  the  Administrative 
Process,  p.  540.  New  York:  McGraw-Hill  Book  Company,  Inc., 
1^50. 
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supervised  places  in  the  schools  are  the  hallways,  play¬ 
grounds,  and  gymnasiums  respectively,  lifty  schools  su¬ 
pervise  all  classrooms  but  twenty-seven  supervise  only 
designated  classrooms.  Twenty-two  schools  supervise  the 
library  and  eight  supervise  the  washrooms.  The  fact  that 
seventy-six  schools  supervise  the  hallways  suggests  that 
they  are  congested  with  pupils  who  are  not  engaged  in  or¬ 
ganized  nor  scheduled  activities. 

Unsupervised  classrooms. — According  to  the  answers 

T^LB;  YII 

bUPJiRYIbORY  Fm^OmEL  IN 
EIGHTY-FOUR  ALBERTA  GENTRALIZED  aCHOOLb 


Personnel 

Number  of 
Schools 

All  members  of  the  staff  . 

71 

All  members  of  the  staff  and 

responsible  pupils  . 

3 

All  members  of  the  staff  emd  janitor  .... 

3 

Janitor . 

3 

Principal . 

1 

Principal  and  teachers  who  bring  lunch  .  .  . 

1 

Two  same  staff  members  . 

1 

No  one  . 

1 

Total 

84 
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received  to  item  three,  thirty-three  schools  do  not  supervise 
all  classrooms.  Of  these,  twenty-two  stated  that  their  class 
rooms  are  locked:  twenty-one  stated  that  this  was  a  staff 
policy  and  one  said  that  it  was  a  board  regulation. 

This  item  required  editing.  If  a  principal  checked 
the  preceding  item,  2(,a),  then  his  answer  to  question  three 
was  not  accepted.  Several  answers,  therefore,  were  not 
counted. 

Table  VII  gives  a  summary  of  the  answers  received  to 
item  four  of  the  questionnaire,  in  seventy-one  schools  super 
vision  is  carried  out  by  all  members  of  the  staff.  Three 
schools  obtain  assistance  from  pupils  and  three  from  janitors 
In  one  school  there  is  no  supervision  at  all. 

in  completing  item  five  of  the  questionnaire, 
seventy-eight  principals  indicated  that  they  schedule  the 
supervision  in  their  schools.  Table  VIll  gives  a  summary  of 
the  arrangements  used.  In  forty-six  schools  teachers  take 
turns  in  supervision  on  a  daily  basis,  whereas  in  twenty- 
seven  schools  this  is  done  on  a  weekly  basis.  In  three 
schools  scheduling  is  not  really  necessary  as  the  same 
teachers  supervise  every  day.  Two  other  schools  have  not 
specified  how  their  supervision  is  scheduled. 

The  remaining  six  of  the  eighty-four  schools  do  not 
schedule  supervision,  in  three  of  these  the  janitors  super¬ 
vise,  in  one  the  principal  supervises,  in  one  the  same  two 
staff  members  supervise,  and  in  one  there  is  no  supervision. 
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TAHLjIi  vlii 

AKHAl^GJDmNTb  i?OH  JMOON-ilUUK  bU  Ji^jDHV  IblUiM 
IN  oEYiiiNTY-JiiiUMT  ALBJliKi'A  Uii;NTKAl.iZ»i!iD  bOHOULii 


Arrangement 

iichedule  ^Number  of  ochools; 

Daily 

weekly 

Others 

one  teacher  on  duty 

5 

6 

Two  teachers  on  duty 

17 

8 

Three  teachers  on  duty 

11 

8 

Tour  teachers  on  duty 

6 

3 

Tive  teachers  on  duty 

4 

1 

Six  teachers  on  duty 

3 

Seven  teachers  on  duty 

1 

Eight  teachers  on  duty 

1 

1 

Three  teachers  who  com¬ 
mute  supervise  every  day 

3 

Not  specified 

2 

Total 

46 

27 

3 

i‘able  IX  gives  a  sixriLaary  of  the  answers  to  item  6 (a) 
of  the  questionnaire,  bixty-two  principals  stated  that  the 
pupils  must  receive  permission  to  go  up-town;  twenty-two 
stated  that  no  permission  is  required.  The  table  shows  that 
in  twenty-one  schools  all  pupils  must  have  written  permission 
from  their  parents,  while  in  twenty  schools  only  grades  1-6, 
in  six  schools  only  grades  1-9,  and  in  four  schools  only 
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TABLE  IX 

ARRANGEMENTS  BY  WHICH  PUPILS  OBTAIN  PERB/IISSION  TO  GO  UP-TOWN 
IN  SIXTY- TWO  ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


Arrangement 

Number  of 
t>chools 

All  pupils  must  have  written  permission  from 
parents 

21 

Grades  1-6  must  have  written  permission  from 
parents 

20 

All  pupils  must  obtain  permission  from 
supervisors 

11 

Grades  1-9  must  have  written  permission  from 
parents 

6 

Grades  1-8  must  have  written  permission  from 
parents  and  grades  ^-12  must  obtain  permis¬ 
sion  from  the  home-room  teacher 

4 

All  pupils  must  obtain  personal  permission 
of  principal 

3 

All  pupils  may  obtain  only  one  pass  per  week 

1 

All  pupils  may  obtain  two  passes  per  week 

1 

All  pupils  obtain  permission  from  home-room 
teachers 

1 

Grades  1-4  obtain  permission  from  home-room 
teachers 

1 

Total 

69* 

^even  schools  indicated  two  arrangements. 


grades  1-8  must  have  such  permission.  In  eleven  schools  the 
pupils  must  obtain  permission  from  the  supervisor  in  charge. 
The  simplest  arrangement,  the  writer  believes,  is  requiring 
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pupils  to  obtain  permission  from  the  home-room  teacher;  but 
only  six  schools  use  this  in  some  or  all  grades.  The  least 
promising  arrangement,  in  the  writer’s  opinion,  is  requiring 
all  pupils  to  obtain  permission  from  the  principal;  this  is 
the  practice  in  three  schools. 

I-ABLE  X 

CHECKS  USED  TO  FORESTALL  ABUSES  OiJ‘  THE  PRIVILEGE 
TO  GO  UP-TOWN,  IN  THIRTY-SEVEN  ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


Check 

Number  of 
schools 

Having  supervisor  take  an  occasional  "walk” 
up- town 

Limiting  length  of  visit  up-town 

12 

Cancelling  privilege 

6 

Having  teachers  who  eat  lunch  up-town 
check  pupils 

5 

Asking  room  teachers  to  check  pupils 

5 

Talking  to  merchants 

3 

Obtaining  reports  from  local  town  constable 

2 

Having  citizens  and  pupils  act  as  informants 

1 

Total 

43^ 

^our  schools  indicated  two  checks;  two  schools,  three  checks. 

Table  X  gives  a  summary  of  the  answers  obtained  to 
item  6Cb)  of  the  qiestionnaire.  Of  the  sixty-two  principals 
who  require  pupils  to  obtain  permission  to  go  up-town  only 
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thirty«sev0n  have  found  effective  checks  against  the  abuses 
of  that  privilege.  Devising  checks  is  difficult  indeed,  as 
is  supported  by  the  fact  that  twenty-five  principals  have 
not  found  any.  Of  the  thirty- seven  schools  which  have  de¬ 
vised  checks,  twenty-seven  either  limit  the  pupils*  visits 
up-town  or  have  supervisors  take  occasional  **walks.”  Other 
checks  include  cancelling  privileges,  talking  to  merchants, 
and  obtaining  reports  from  the  town  constable. 

TABLE  XI 

i'UNUTIONS  01?'  DUON-HOUR  bUPJliaVIblON  AS  RANKED  BY 
EIGHTY-TWO  PRINOIPALS  OE  ALBERTA  OENTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


Rank  Number  of  Principals; 


ujLULi 

1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

6 

7 

To  protect  pupils 
from  accidents 

13 

13 

20 

9 

10 

7 

2 

To  protect  school  property 

2 

14 

16 

13 

14 

7 

7 

To  preserve  order  and 
discipline 

36 

13 

8 

10 

2 

3 

0 

To  provide  protection 
against  legal  liability 

7 

7 

3 

10 

4 

14 

24 

TO  be  on  call  to  settle 
difficulties 

0 

2 

4 

8 

18 

13 

17 

To  guide  pupils  into 
worthwhile  activities 

17 

19 

10 

12 

7 

6 

0 

TO  develop  pupils  socially 

3 

8 

13 

7 

9 

10 

14 

Table  XI  shows  a  summary  of  how  the  principals  ranked 


item  7  of  the  questionnaire,  xwo  principals  left  out  this 

item;  eighteen  mariced  it  partially,  when  all  the  ranKs  for 

2 

each  function  were  taken  into  account,  the  functions  of 
noon-hour  supervision,  as  seen  by  the  principals,  in  descen¬ 
ding  order  of  importance  are: 

1.  To  preserve  order  and  discipline 

2.  To  protect  pupils  from  accidents 

3.  To  guide  pupils  into  worthwhile  activities 

4.  To  protect  school  property 
To  develop  pupils  socially 

6.  To  provide  protection  against  legal  liability 
7#  TO  be  on  call  to  settle  difficulties. 

The  sixth  and  seventh  functions  as  listed  above  are, 

in  the  writer’s  opinion,  least  important.  But,  according  to 

5  4 

Norris^  and  Axtell  and  tiobinson,  functions  three  and  five 
should  head  the  list. 

uther  functions  of  noon-hour  supervision  suggested  by 
three  principals  are:  to  become  really  acquainted  and  friendly 
with  pupils;  to  maintain  good  school  morale;  to  meet  parents 
who  may  drop  in  at  noon. 

2 

nank  one  was  assigned  a  weight  of  seven,  rank  two, 
a  weight  of  six  and  so  on. 

3 

it.  B.  Norris,  ’’Make  Better  use  of  the  Midday  Break,” 
The  Nation’s  schools.  42:^6,  August,  1948. 

4 

william  B.  Axtell  and  Barrol  B.  itobinson,  ”What  Makes 
a  (jrood  Noon-hour  Program,”  The  Nation’s  schools.  44:29, 
September,  1949* 
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Lunch  supervision 

xhis  section  oi  this  chapter  deals  with  items  one  to 
ten  of  the  corresponding  section  of  the  questionnaire.  The 
answers  to  the  first  item  are  summarized  in  Table  XII.  i:>ixty- 
six  principals  stated  that  they  assign  lunch  rooms;  eighteen 


TABLE  XII 

LUNCH  ROOMH  ASSIGNED  IN 
SIXTY-SIX  ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


Lunch  Room 

Number  of 
schools 

Each  home  room . 

.  38 

Designated  classrooms  . 

16^ 

Gymnasium  . 

2 

Auditorium . 

2 

Lunch  rooms  . 

2 

Large  playrooms  . 

2 

uafeteria  . 

1 

Dining  room  . 

1 

Assembly  room . 

1 

Htudy  room . 

1 

Total 

66 

%he  number  of  designated  classrooms  ranged  from  two  to 
fourteen 


stated  that  they  don't  do  so.  The  table  shows  that  fifty- four 
schools  use  either  all  classrooms  for  lunch  rooms  or  just 
designated  classrooms.  Other  designated  lunch  rooms  include 
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the  gymnasium,  auditorium,  large  playrooms,  a  cafeteria,  and 
a  dining  room. 

Table  XIII  gives  a  summary  of  item  two  of  the  ques¬ 
tionnaire.  The  table  indicates  that  most  lunch  rooms  are 
supervised  by  teachers.  Others  are  supervised  by  responsi¬ 
ble  students,  janitor  and  principal.  It  is  significant  to 
note  that  no  schools  obtain  assistance  in  lunch  room  super¬ 
vision  from  parents. 

TABLE  XIII 

SUPERVISING  PERSONNEL  OF  LUNCH  ROOMS  IN 
SIXIY-SIX  ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


Personnel 

Number  of 
Schools 

Teachers . 

60 

Responsible  students . 

Janitor . 

3 

Principal  . 

1 

Parent  volunteers  . 

0 

No  one . 

2 

Total 

71* 

Ive  schools  indicated  two  choices. 

Hot  lunches. — Only  seven  of  the  eighty-four  schools 


stated  that  they  provide  hot  lunches.  Of  these  three  stated 
that  they  provide  the  hot  lunch  to  all  grades;  one  to  grades 


1-9;  two  to  grades  1-6;  one  to  primary  grades  only.  The  hot 
lunches  consist  of  either  soup  or  cocoa:  five  schools  indica¬ 
ted  that  they  provide  both.  In  three  schools  the  cost  of 
materials  is  met  by  pupils;  in  three  by  the  board  and  pupils; 
in  one  by  the  board. 

‘fable  XIY  summarizes  the  replies  to  item  six  of  the 
questionnaire.  JJifty-four  schools  stated  that  they  desig¬ 
nate  the  length  of  time  that  the  children  must  eat  lunch. 
iJorty-nine  of  these  allow  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  for 
eating  lunch,  four  allow  thirty  minutes  and  one  allows  only 
ten  minutes. 


TABLE  XLV 

TIME  ALLOWED  FOR  EATING  LUNCH  IN  FIFTY- lOUR  bCHOOLb 


Time 

10  min. 

1^  min* 

20  min* 

30  min. 

Number  of  schools 

1 

21 

28 

4 

The  answers  received  to  item  seven  are  summarized  in 
Table  XT.  bixty-four  schools  stated  that  they  encourage 
pupils  to  bring  a  balanced  lunch  to  school.  In  sixty  schools 
this  is  done  by  teachers  in  home  room  classes.  In  twenty 
schools  this  encouragement  is  given  by  the  Home  Economics 
teacher  or  lunch  supervisor  or  District  Health  nurse.  In 
seven  schools  balanced  lunches  are  discussed  at  Home  and 
School  meetings. 
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TABLE  XV 

PERSONNEL  WHO  ENCOURAGE  BALANCED  LUNCHES 
IN  SIXTY-EOUH  SCHOOLS 


Personnel 

Number  of 
Schools 

Teachers  in  home  room  classes  . 

60 

Home  Economics  teacher  in  special  lectures.  . 

13 

Home  and  school  Association  . 

7 

Lunch  supervisors  . 

6 

District  Health  nurse  in  special  lectures  .  . 

1 

Total 

87* 

Seventeen  schools  indicated  two  choices;  three  indicated 
three  choices. 


The  answers  to  items  eight  and  nine  of  the  question¬ 
naire  are  summarized  in  the  two  tables  which  follow, 

TABLE  XVI 

GRADES  REQUIRED  TO  TIDY  UP  IN  SIXTY  SCHOOLS 


Grades 


Number  of 
schools 


Primary  .  . 
Elementary. 
Junior  high 
senior  high 


38 

42 

16 

3 


bixty  schools  stated  that  they  require  their  pupils  to  wash 
and  tidy  up  before  and  after  lunch;  twenty-four  stated  that 
they  do  not  make  this  requirement.  Table  XVI  Indicates 
that  most  schools  require  the  primary  and  elementary  grades 
to  wash  and  tidy  up;  fewer  schools  make  this  a  requirement 
in  junior  and  high  school  grades. 

TXBLiii  iVlI 

PiDRbONTTiilL  WHO  iSNPORCE  TIDlWiJiSb  iN  blXIY  i5GM00Li3 


Personnel 

Teachers  in  home  room  classes  . 

Supervisors  on  duty  . 

Principal  who  visits  classrooms 


Total 


Number  of 
Schools 


4^ 

21 


%rine  principals  indicated  two  checks. 


jrorty-five  schools,  according  to  Table  XVII,  enforce  tidi¬ 
ness  of  pupils  by  home  room  teachers,  ifiihere  facilities 

3 

exist  for  doing  so,  this  approach,  according  to  Norris,  is 
most  effective. 

The  answers  to  item  ten,  of  this  section  of  the 
questionnaire,  are  summarized  in  Table  XVIII.  Porty-four 
schools  stated  that  they  have  an  arrangement  for  cleaning  up 
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lunch  rooms;  forty  schools  stated  that  they  have  no  arrange¬ 
ments.  The  table  indicates  that  in  sixteen  schools  all  the 
pupils  who  eat  lunch  in  school  help  to  clean  the  lunch  rooms. 
This  is  not  the  best  arrangement,  in  the  writer's  opinion, 
as  it  is  not  very  specific.  The  other  arrangements  listed 
are  superior  because  designated  individuals  or  grades  are 
held  responsible  for  the  cleaning  to  be  done. 


TABLii  AVI  11 

ARRANUisliiilJm'B  TOR  uLliAjMlNCj  Ul  LURGH  HUOMB 
IN  lOHTT-Jj'OUH  dGILOOLd 


Arrangement 

Number  of 
Schools 

All  pupils  help  with  cleaning  . 

16 

btudent  monitors  supervise  the  cleaning  .  .  . 

7 

Lunch  committees  of  older  pupils  are  scheduled 

7 

Teacher  supervisor  directs  the  cleaning  .  .  . 

Two  to  four  pupils  are  scheduled  for  the 
cleaning . 

The  janitor  does  the  cleaning  ,  . 

jjiaeh  of  Lrades  7-12  are  on  cleaning  duty  for 
one  week,  as  per  schedule  . 

1 

Total 

44 

Noon^Hour  Indoor  Activities 

The  following  section  of  this  chapter  deals  with  items 
one  to  seven  of  the  corresponding  section  of  the  questionnaire. 
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Th©  answers  to  the  first  item  are  summarized  in 
Table  XIX. 


XIX 

LENGTH  OF  THE  NOON-HOUR  IN  bEVENTY-TWO^  SOHOOLb 


Length  of 
Noon-Hour 

60  min. 

70  min* 

7^  min. 

8o  min. 

89  min. 

90  min. 

Number  of 
Schools 

43 

3 

8 

4 

2 

5 

*This  table  includes  only  those  schools  whose  noon-hour 
is  of  the  same  length  in  summer  and  in  winter. 


The  table  shows  that  forty-eight  schools  have  a  noon-hour 
only  one  hour  long.  This  is,  according  to  one  article,^  too 
short  a  period  for  providing  an  ambitious  program  of  noon- 
hour  activities.  The  other  twenty-four  schools  provide  be¬ 
tween  seventy  and  ninety  minutes  for  the  noon  intermission. 

Twelve  of  the  eighty-four  schools,  not  included  in 
Table  XIX,  provide  longer  noon-hours  in  summer  than  in  winter. 
Of  these,  six  have  a  noon-hour  of  one  and  a  half  hours  in  sum¬ 
mer  and  one  hour  in  winter;  five  have  a  noon-hour  of  one  and  a 
quarter  hours  in  summer  and  one  hour  in  winter;  one  has  a  noon- 
hour  of  one  and  a  half  hours  in  summer  and  one  and  a  quarter 
hours  in  winter. 

In  answer  to  item  two,  sixty-nine  schools  stated  that 

Lunch  Program:  An  Example  of  Good  Living,”  The 
Instructor.  ^8:16,  March,  19^9  • 
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they  plan  noon-hour  activities  with  their  pupils;  fifteen 
stated  that  they  don’t  plan.  The  methods  used  to  plan  with 
different  grades  are  summarized  in  Table  JOC,  The  table  shows 
that  forty-two  schools  plan  noon-hour  activities  with  the 
high  school  pupils  at  the  students*  Union  meetings,  and  four¬ 
teen  do  so  at  general  assembly  meetings,  it  is  the  writer’s 
experience  that  in  large  groups  of  pupils  relatively  few  in¬ 
dividuals  are  likely  to  participate  in  discussions.  Thirty- 
seven  schools  plan  noon-hour  activities  with  the  elementary 

TABLE  XX 

METHODS  USED  TO  PLAN  NOON-HOUR  ACTIVITIES  BY  THE  STAEF 
AND  PUPILS  IN  DIPEERENT  GRADES,  IN  SIXTY-NINE  SCHOOLS 


Method 

Grades  ^Number  of  Schools) 

Primary 

Elem. 

Jr. High 

Sr.  High 

Discussion  at  Students’ 
Union  meetings 

29 

42 

Discussion  between 
individual  teachers 
and  their  classes 

35 

37 

21 

11 

Discussion  in  general 
assembly  chaired  by  the 
principal  or  other  teacher 

6 

8 

12 

14 

Discussion  in  correlation 
with  enterprise  work 

4 

4 

Discussion  between  pupils 
and  Phys.Ed.  teachers 

1 

1 

4 

Discussion  led  by  teacher- 
sponsored  Sports  Committee 

4 

6 

Discussion  following 
appropriate  films 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Discussion  led  by 
teacher- sponsored  Clubs 

2 

2 

Discussion  led  by 
noon-hour  supervisors 

1 

1 

2 

2 

40 


pupils  in  individual  classes.  The  table  indicates  that  this 
approach  is  practiced  also  in  the  primary,  Junior  high  and 
senior  high  school  grades.  ii;ight  schools  plan  activities  by 
teacher-sponsored  aport  Committees  or  clubs.  This  approach 

n  8 

is  recommended  by  Axtell  and  Robinson,'  and  uvatrous.  Other 
methods  used  for  planning  activities  include  discussions  in 
correlation  with  enterprise  work  and  discussions  prompted  by 
appropriate  films. 

Item  three  of  this  section  of  the  questionnaire  is 
summarized  in  Tables  aXL  to  XXIli  inclusive.  Table  XXI  shows 
the  number  of  schools  providing  various  indoor  activities  as 
well  as  the  number  of  schools  employing  schedules  for  these 
Indoor  activities.  The  ten  most  popular  indoor  activities 
are  ping  pong,  volley  ball,  basketball,  checkers,  square 
dancing,  Chinese  checkers,  snakes  and  ladders,  ring  toss, 
badminton,  and  noon  films.  The  table  shows  that  a  high  per¬ 
centage  of  the  schools  schedule  their  activities. 

The  sums  obtained  by  adding  the  numbers  horizontally 
for  each  activity  shown  in  Table  XXII  do  not  necessarily 
agree  with  the  corresponding  number  of  schools  as  indicated 
in  Table  XXI,  because  many  principals  indicated  that  the 
supervision  was  carried  out  by  the  staff  and  students,  iiiight 

"^william  B.  Axtell  and  Barrel  B.  Robinson,  op.  cit.^ 

p.  30. 

'  8 

M.  L.  Watrous,  "Pupil  Participation  in  improvement 
of  Noon-Bour  Activities,”  National  Elementary  Principal. 
32:212,  September,  1934. 
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TABLE  XXI 

INDOOR  NOON-nuUR  AUTlVlTlEti,  aOME  OE  whiCH  iihE  oOHEDULED, 
IN  EIGHl^Y-THREE^ALBEHTA  CENTRAL  DEED  bOlUOL;^ 


Activity 

No.  of  schools 

^scheduled 
^No.  of  schools; 

Ring  pong  . 

64 

40 

volley  ball  . 

39 

48 

Basketball . 

33 

43 

Checkers . 

36 

12 

•square  dancing . 

27 

13 

Chinese  checkers.  .  .  . 

26 

10 

Bnakes  and  ladders.  •  • 

24 

8 

King  toss  . 

24 

8 

Badminton . 

24 

21 

Noon  films . 

23 

13 

Tumbling . 

19 

14 

social  dancing . 

18 

12 

Rolk  Dancing . 

13 

10 

indoor  curling . 

13 

6 

Music  listening  .... 

13 

4 

Boxing . 

4 

2 

Tap  dancing  . 

3 

3 

Band  training  . 

2 

2 

wrestling  . 

1 

0 

cheer  leading  . 

1 

1 

Operetta . 

1 

1 

Glee  club  . 

1 

1 

Dodge  ball . 

1 

0 

Crokinole  ....... 

1 

1 

Bingo  . 

1 

1 

jjloor  hockey.  ..... 

1 

1 

Kubber  horse  shoes.  .  . 

1 

1 

Chess  . 

1 

0 

*One  school  does  not  have  any  of  these  activities. 
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activities  which  are  supervised  essentially  by  the  staff  are; 
volley  ball,  basketball,  square  dancing,  badminton,  noon 
films,  tumbling,  social  dancing  and  folk  dancing.  In  addition 
all  the  activities  which  were  left  out  from  this  table  but  in¬ 
cluded  in  ‘fable  XXI  are  supervised  by  the  staff  except  dodge 
ball  and  chess  which  are  not  supervised  at  all  in  the  two 
schools  concerned.  A  considerable  number  of  schools  make  use 
of  student  supervision. 


TABLE  XXII 

SUPERVISORY  PERSONNEL  CE  INDOOR  NOON-HOUR  ACTIVITIES^ 
IN  EIGHTY-THREE  ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


Activity 

Supervised  by  (No*  of  Schools) 

Staff 

Students 

No  one 

Ping  pong  . 

37 

23 

12 

Volley  ball  . 

48 

6 

Basketball . 

43 

14 

3 

Checkers . 

7 

11 

13 

oquare  dancing . 

23 

4 

0 

Chinese  checkers.  .  .  . 

4 

7 

16 

anakes  and  ladders.  .  . 

4 

6 

14 

Ring  toss  . 

6 

3 

14 

Badminton  . 

21 

6 

2 

Noon  films . 

20 

3 

1 

Tumbling . 

18 

1 

0 

t)OCial  dancing . 

13 

4 

2 

Polk  dancing . 

11 

3 

0 

Indoor  curling . 

6 

2 

3 

Music  listening  .... 

3 

6 

4 

%his  table  includes  only  a  partial  list  of  activities 
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TABLE  XXIII 

GRADES  PARTICIPATING  IN  INDOOR  NOON-HOUR  ACTIVITIES^ 
IN  EIGHTT-THREE  ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


Activity 

Grades  (Number  of  Schools) 

1-6 

7-9 

10-12 

Ping  pong  . 

6 

31 

37 

volley  ball  . 

6 

36 

33 

Basketball . 

2 

31 

34 

Checkers . 

19 

19 

12 

square  dancing . 

0 

23 

23 

Chinese  checkers.  .  .  . 

24 

9 

1 

snakes  and  ladders.  .  . 

22 

3 

0 

Ring  toss  . 

21 

4 

0 

Badminton  . 

1 

21 

23 

Noon  films . 

10 

20 

19 

Tumbling . 

3 

14 

13 

Social  dancing . 

0 

12 

14 

Polk  dancing.  ..... 

2 

13 

10 

indoor  curling . 

3 

8 

6 

Music  listening  .... 

1 

8 

8 

%his  list  of  activities  is  the  same  as  that  given  in 
Table  XXEI. 


Table  XXIII  shOKs  that  the  most  popular  activities  in 
Grades  10-12  are  ping  pong,  volley  ball,  basketball,  square 
dancing,  badminton,  noon  films,  tumbling  and  social  dancing. 
The  same  is  true  of  Grades  7-9,  except  considerable  interest 
is  also  shown  in  checkers  and  folk  dancing.  The  five  most 
popular  activities  in  the  junior  grades  are  Chinese  checkers^ 
snakes  and  ladders,  ring  toss,  checkers  and  noon  films.  Of 
the  other  activities,  left  out  from  this  table,  but  included 
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in  Table  XXI,  the  high  school  grades  participate  in  all  ex¬ 
cept  dodge  ball;  the  junior  high  school  participate  in  all 
except  wrestling,  cheer  leading,  dodge  ball,  bingo,  horse 
shoes  and  chess;  the  junior  grades  participate  in  tap  danc¬ 
ing,  dodge  ball  and  bingo. 

In  answer  to  the  first  part  of  item  four,  sixty- five 
principals  stated  that  their  schools  have  gymnasiums  and 
nineteen  stated  that  they  haven’t.  The  activities  carried 
out  in  gymnasiums  appear  in  Table  XXIV.  The  three  most 


TABLE  XXIV 

ACTrVITIES  CARRIED  OUT  IN  GICMNaSIUIvIS  IN  bIXTY-FiVE  SCHOOLS 


Activity 

Number  of  Schools 

Basketball . 

49A 

Volley  ball  . 

43^ 

Badminton . 

24 

Ping  pong  . 

16 

Tumbling . 

16 

Square  dancing . 

14 

Social  dancing . 

10 

Folk  dancing . 

6 

Noon  films . 

3 

Music  listening  . 

1 

Tap  dancing  ....  . 

1 

Wrestling  . 

1 

Floor  hockey . 

1 

Band  training  . 

1 

Dodge  ball . 

1 

Cheer  leading  . 

1 

%‘hese  figures  represent  a  discrepancy  with  corresponding 
figures  given  in  Table  XXI. 


4^ 


popular  activities  in  gymnasiuois  are  basketball,  volley  ball 
and  badminton.  Others  include  ping  pong,  tumbling,  dancing 
and  noon  films*  it  is  significant  to  note  that  77*4  per  cent 
of  the  larger  centralized  schools  of  Alberta  have  gymnasiums. 

In  answer  to  item  five,  fifty-seven  principals 
stated  that  they  encourage  the  withdrawing  type  of  student 
to  participate  in  at  least  one  activity  during  the  noon-hour. 
Table  jCQT  summarizes  the  methods  used.  The  writer  feels  that 
individual  counselling  and  House  League  games  hold  most  pro¬ 
mise  in  obtaining  participation  from  a  withdrawing  type  of 
student. 


TABLE  XXV 

METHODS  UbED  TO  MUOUHAGE  PAHTlOlPATION  IN  AOTIVlTlEb 
BY  WITHDRAWING  STUDENTS,  IN  PIETY-SEVEN  SCHOOLS 


Method 

Number  of 
schools 

By  individual  counselling  . 

n 

Through  Health  and  Personal  Development  classes 

27 

By  including  all  students  in  House  League  games 

9 

Total 

67* 

^Ten  schools  indicated  first  two  methods. 

Table  jQOTI  summarizes  item  six  of  the  questionnaire 
Seventy-eight  principals  completed  this  item;  six  left  it 
blank.  Porty-nine  schools  have  responsible  students  issue 
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and  collect  games  and  equipment.  The  literature  supports 
this  practice,  bixty-one  schools  have  various  staff  members 
responsible  for  this  duty.  The  practice  in  which  only  the 
principal  or  the  Janitor  issues  and  collects  games  and  equip¬ 
ment  appears  questionable,  in  the  writer's  opinion. 


TABLE  XXVI 

PERSONNEL  RESPONSIBLE  TOR  GAMES  AND  EqUlPivIENT 
IN  sEVENTY-ElGHl  SCHOOLS 


Personnel 

Number  of 
schools 

Responsible  student  . 

49 

Staff  members  . 

24 

supervisors  on  duty  . 

24 

Physical  Education  teachers  . 

13 

Principal  . 

8 

Janitor  . . . . 

1 

Tot  al 

119® 

^i'en  schools  gave  three  choices;  twenty-one  gave  two  choices. 


Evaluation  of  noon-hour  activities. — Eifty-seven 
principals  stated  that  some  staff  meetings  are  devoted  to  an 
evaluation  of  noon-hour  activities;  twenty-seven  stated  that 


^David  L.  Mccooe,  Jr.  and  Clifford  E.  Hutchinson,  “An 
Experiment  in  Noon-Time  Recreation,"  The  Education  Digest. 
17:20,  December,  1931;  Edwin  H.  Trethaway,  "Don't  Just  Turn 
Them  Loose,"  National  Education  Association  Journal.  4^:214, 
April,  193^;  Thomas  J.  Kilroy,  "child  Leaders  Take  Over  Noon- 
Hour  Playground,"  The  Nation's  schools.  47:^3,  January,  1931* 
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they  don*t  do  so.  The  writer  feels  that  the  program  offered 
by  a  school  should  be  reviewed  periodically  in  order  that  any 
shortcomings  may  be  corrected.  Of  the  fifty-seven  principals 
mentioned  above,  forty-two  stated  that  when  changes  are  made 
in  the  activity  program,  the  students  are  consulted  first; 
fifteen  stated  that  they  don't  consult  pupils.  Axtell  and 
Kobinson  would  not  agree  with  the  action  of  these  fifteen 
principals.  They  state:  "Pupils  should  feel  that  they  have 
a  chance  to  determine  their  own  activities  and  the  right  to 
change  what  is  unpleasant  to  them. 

Outdoor  bport  Activities 

In  this  study  sport  activities  are  examined  only  from 
the  point  of  view  of  whether  they  are  coached  by  teachers  or 
not.  There  is  another  study^^  under  way  which  will  treat  this 
topic  more  fully.  The  data  received  to  this  item  of  the  ques¬ 
tionnaire  is  summarized  in  Table  XXVII. 

The  table  shows  that  softball  is  coached  by  teachers 
in  most  schools.  Curling  and  hardball  are  coached  by  teach¬ 
ers  in  forty-eight  and  forty-three  schools  respectively. 

Hockey  is  coached  by  teachers  in  thirty- five  schools  and  touch 
rugby  in  thirty-three  schools,  boccer  and  broomball  are 
coached  by  teachers  in  relatively  few  schools. 

^^William  B.  Axtell  and  Darrol  H.  Robinson,  oo.  cit.^ 

p.  n.  • 

^"Current  Practices  in  Extracurricular  Activities  in 
Alberta  centralized  bchools,"  by  Steve  Boyko. 
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TABLE  XXVII 

SPORTS  UOAOHED  BY  TEACBERS  IN  EIGHTY-FOUR  SCHOOLS 


Sport 

Number  of 
Schools 

Softball . 

63 

Curling  . 

43 

Hardball . 

43 

Hockey . 

33 

Touch  rugby  . 

33 

soccer . 

9 

Broomball  . 

8 

School  -aQUiDiuent 

This  item  was  included  in  the  questionnaire  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  equipment  schools  have  which  facilitates  noon-hour 
supervision.  Table  XXVIII  summarizes  the  data  on  this  item. 


TABLE  XXVIII 

EqUIPJIENT  IN  EIGHTY-FOUR  ALBERTA  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOLS 


Equipment 

Number  of 
Schools 

Movie  projector  . 

8l 

Record  player  . 

8i 

Filmstrip  projector  . 

76 

Radio  . 

71 

Tape  recorder  . 

33 

P.  A.  system . 

41 

Filmstrip  library  . 

37 

inter- room  communication . 

17 

•i:.  . 
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The  table  shows  that  most  schools  have  a  movie  projector  and 
filmstrip  projector.  These  make  noon  shows  possible  noon- 
hour  activities.  Most  schools  have  record  players  and  radios 
while  approximately  half  have  tape  recorders  and  i"*  A.  tJystems 
which  make  music  listening  and  dancing  possible  noon-hour 
activities,  seventeen  schools  can  boast  about  inter-room 
communication  systems.  The  writer  believes  that  these  are  a 
great  asset  for  noon-hour  supervision  in  the  larger  schools. 


CHAPTER  V 


THE  CLASSROOM  TEACHERS’  VIEWS  OE  SUPERVISION 

This  chapter  presents  the  data  and  opinions  received 
through  the  medium  of  questionnaires  from  112  classroom  tea¬ 
chers  of  centralized  schools.  The  information  is  classified, 
in  most  cases,  on  the  basis  of  thirty  primary,  twenty-eight 
elementary,  twenty-eight  junior  high  school  and  twenty-six 
senior  high  school  teachers. 

In  answer  to  the  first  part  of  item  one  of  the  ques¬ 
tionnaire,  all  the  teachers  stated  that  they  have  noon-hour 
supervision  in  their  schools.  However,  four  teachers  stated 
that  they  were  not  required  to  act  as  supervisors:  one  elemen¬ 
tary  teacher;  two  junior  high  school  teachers;  and  one  senior 
high  school  teacher.  The  duties  for  which  teachers  are  res¬ 
ponsible  are  given  in  Table  AXIX.  The  table  reveals  that,  in 
general,  all  teachers  are  responsible  for  the  same  duties  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  grades  taught,  except  in  the  case  of  coaching 
sports.  These  duties  include  supervising  lunch  rooms,  home¬ 
room  classrooms,  all  classrooms  on  one  floor,  one  or  more 
buildings,  one  or  more  playgrounds;  acting  as  school  librarian 
or  custodian  of  games  and  equipment;  being  on  call  to  settle 
difficulties  if  and  when  they  arise.  In  most  schools  sports 
are  coached  by  junior  high  and  senior  high  school  teachers. 


I 


i 


The  table  shows  that  only  one  elementary  teacher  supervises 
hockey  and  three  supervise  softball;  and  that  primary  teach¬ 
ers  don*t  supervise  sports  at  all. 


XXIX 

iJOON-HOUR  bUPJSRVIiDORY  DUilES  OF  108  ULASbROOM  TEAGtiiSRS 


Duties 

Grades  (No.  of  Teachers j 

Primary 

Hlem. 

jfr.High 

sr.High 

supervising  children  in  the 
lunch  room  or  cafeteria 

9 

11 

? 

Supervising  children  in 
home-room  classrooms 

14 

1^ 

3 

4 

supervising  all  children  in 
all  classrooms  on  one  floor 

14 

11 

12 

16 

Supervising  all  children  in 
one  or  more  buildings 

15 

10 

10 

10 

supervising  all  children  of 
the  school 

11 

9 

9 

4 

supervising  one  or  more 
playgrounds 

17 

15 

20 

13 

Being  on  call  to  settle 
difficulties  if  and  when 
they  arise 

14 

10 

11 

8 

Acting  as  school  librarian 

5 

1 

5 

2 

Supervising  designated 
activities : 

Table  tennis  . 

Ping  pong . 

school  paper  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Acting  as  coach  of  sports: 

Hockey  . 

Baseball  . 

softball  . 

volley  ball . 

Basketball  . 

1 

3 

6 

7 

7 

3 

6 

4 

2 

3 

Acting  as  custodian  of 
games  and  equipment 

6 

1 

6 

3 

Another  duty  mentioned  by  a  junior  high  school  teach¬ 
er  was  acting  as  first  aid  attendant. 


^2 

Item  two  of  the  questionnaire  is  summarized  in  Table 
XXX.  The  table  shows  that  the  noon  duties  are  approximately 
equally  distributed  to  all  teachers,  regardless  of  the  grades 
taught.  A  total  of  seventy-eight  teachers  supervise  for  one 
hour  and  a  half  or  less  on  a  per  week  basis,  uf  these, 
thirty-six  teachers  are  on  noon-duty  for  one  hour  and  twenty- 
four  teachers  for  one  hour  and  a  half.  Thirty  teachers  are 
on  duty  for  two  hours  or  more,  iileven  of  these  supervise  for 


TABLJii  aXX 

TIME  SPENT  ON  NOON- DOTY  BY  108  TEACHERS,  ON  A  PER  WEEK  BASIS 


Time 

Grades  ^No, 

►  of  Teachers^ 

Total 

Primary 

iillem. 

Jr. High 

yr.High 

hour 

1 

2 

3 

f  hour 

2 

4 

3 

3 

12 

1  hour 

11 

6 

8 

11 

36 

1-1/4  hours 

2 

1 

0 

0 

3 

hours 

6 

7 

6 

3 

24 

Z  hours 

2 

2 

5 

2 

9 

Zi  hours 

1 

1 

1 

0 

3 

3  hours 

0 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4  hours 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

3  hours 

4 

5 

1 

1 

11 

Total 

50 

27 

26 

23 

108* 

^Eour  of  112  teachers  are  not  required  to  supervise. 


^3 

five  hours  each  week,  it  appears  that  most  of  these  thirty- 


teachers  commute. 

Item  three  was  included  in  the  questionnaire  to  de- 
teimine  whether  classroom  teachers  would  rank  the  listed  func¬ 
tions  of  noon-hour  supervision  differently  than  principals. 

A  summary  of  this  item  is  given  in  Table  XXXI. 

TABLE  XXXI 

FUNCTIONS  OF  NOON-HOUR  SUPERVISION 
AS  RANKED  BY  112  CLASSROOM  TEACHERS 


Function 

Rank  ^Number  of  Teachers; 

1 

2 

5 

4 

5 

6 

7 

To  protect  pupils 
from  accidents 

40 

17 

16 

19 

9 

5 

3 

To  protect  school 
property 

1 

12 

15 

22 

19 

20 

18 

To  preserve  order  and 
discipline 

55 

25 

28 

12 

6 

5 

0 

To  provide  protection 
against  legal  liability 

9 

9 

6 

14 

25 

20 

25 

To  be  on  call  to 
settle  difficulties 

0 

10 

18 

17 

19 

16 

20 

To  guide  pupils  into 
worthwhile  activities 

18 

25 

17 

12 

15 

19 

4 

To  develop  pupils 
socially 

8 

14 

11 

12 

14 

19 

24 

When  all  the  ranks  for  each  function  were  taken  into 
account,  the  functions  of  noon-hour  supervision  as  seen  by 
classroom  teachers,  in  descending  order  of  importance,  are 
the  same  as  those  given  by  the  principals  on  page  31.  Sixteen 
teachers  marked  this  item  partially.  Two  elementary  teachers 


^4 

suggested  that  another  function  of  noon-hour  supervision  is 
to  give  pupils  a  sense  of  security;  one  junior  high  school 
teacher  suggested  that  another  function  is  to  administer 
first  aid. 

In  answer  to  the  first  part  of  item  four,  eighty-one 
teachers  stated  that  their  principals  hold  some  staff  meet¬ 
ings  during  which  the  noon-hour  activities  are  planned  and 
the  duties  are  assigned;  thirty-one  stated  that  their  prin¬ 
cipals  don’t  do  so.  This  information  is  very  consistent  with 
that  given  by  principals  on  page  46.  The  teachers'  reactions 
to  these  staff  meetings  are  summarized  in  Table  XXXII.  The 
table  shows  that  seventy-eight  teachers  considered  their  meet¬ 
ings  either  highly  democratic  or  moderately  democratic.  Only 
three  teachers  felt  that  these  meetings  were  undemocratic. 

TABLE  XXXII 

REACTIONb  OF  EIGifL'Y-OKE  TEAOHERb  TO  bTAl’F  MEETINGS 


Reaction 

Grades  (No 

.  of  Teachers) 

Total 

Primary 

Elem. 

Jr. High 

br.High 

Highly  democratic 

9 

3 

14 

9 

39 

Moderately  democratic 

10 

14 

10 

9 

43 

Undemocratic 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

Total 

20 

17 

24 

20 
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According  to  \fl/iles  and  Bartky  democratic  meetings  are  con¬ 
ducive  to  good  staff  morale  and  to  good  human  relations. 


TABLk  XXXIII 

GOJi/lPLAINl‘b  OiJ*  112  TBAGHiliRB  ABOlIi*  iNUON-BOGH  BUPBHVIiil ON 


Gomplaint 

Grade 

i.No.  of  Teachers; 

Total^ 

Prim. 

Blern. 

Jr.B. 

Sr.B. 

There  is  no  remuneration 

17 

11 

16 

14 

38 

It  is  unfair  to  give  up 
time  needed  for  one*s 
own  lunch 

13 

11 

16 

16 

36 

The  public  demands  too 
much  of  teachers 

12 

11 

13 

8 

46 

The  duties  are  not 
clearly  defined 

11 

7 

7 

7 

32 

some  staff  members  have 
less  than  a  fair  share 
of  noon-duty 

9 

8 

3 

6 

28 

The  principal  is  too 
autocratic 

0 

1 

0 

2 

3 

None 

6 

6 

3 

20 

%Iany  teachers  indicated  more  than  one  complaint. 


item  five  of  the  questionnaire  is  summarized  in 
rable  XXXIII.  I*he  table  indicates  that  none  of  the  com¬ 
plaints  listed  is  peculiar  to  any  particular  division  of 
teachers.  The  three  complaints  with  highest  frequencies 
are:  there  is  no  remuneration;  it  is  unfair  to  give  up  the 
time  needed  for  one*s  own  lunch;  and  the  public  demands  too 


^Kimball  wiles,  Bupervision  for  Better  schools,  pp. 
6S-69,  New  York:  Prentice-Ball,  Inc.,  193^* 

'  2 

John  Bartky,  supervision  as  Buman  Relations,  p.  23. 
Boston:  jD.  G.  Beath  and  Gompany,  1933* 
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much  of  teachers.  Thirty-two  teachers  complained  that  duties 
are  not  clearly  defined,  and  twenty-eight  complained  that 
noon-duties  are  not  equally  assigned  to  all  teachers.  Three 
teachers  complained  that  the  principals  are  too  autocratic. 
Twenty  teachers  stated  that  they  had  no  complaints  at  all. 

Other  complaints,  not  included  in  the  table,  given  by 
teachers  were:  there  are  too  many  buildings  to  supervise; 
some  teachers  shirk  responsibility;  it  is  unfair  to  have  only 
those  teachers  supervise  who  commute. 

The  final  item  of  this  questionnaire  is  summarized  in 
Table  JUjCiV.  The  table  shows  that  only  eight  teachers  feel 
that  their  noon-hour  program  gives  their  pupils  something 
worthwhile  to  do.  This  is  disconcerting.  This  situation 
may,  perhaps,  be  partly  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  the  equip¬ 
ment  is  inadequate  as  expressed  by  ninety  teachers,  iiighty 
teachers  stated  that  they  are  consulted  first  when  changes 
are  contemplated  in  the  supervisory  program  which  stands  to 
affect  them,  jjiighty-two  teachers  feel  that  noon-hour  activi¬ 
ties  should  be  scheduled;  seventy-three,  that  the  time  they 
are  required  to  spend  on  noon-duty  is  reasonable;  sixty-three, 
that  their  staffs  accept  noon-duties  willingly.  About  one 
half  of  the  teachers  feel  the  noon-duty  involves  hardships  or 
sacrifices  on  their  part;  about  one  third  feel  that  pupils  who 
participate  in  noon-hour  activities  do  better  in  school. work. 
There  is  definite  agreement  that  conveyed  pupils  should  obtain 
permission  to  go  up-town.  Only  twenty-five  teachers  believe 
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TABLE  XXXIV 

OPINIONS  OF  112  TEACHERS  ON  VARIOUS  QJJESTIONS 
OF  NOON-HOUR  SUPERVISION 


Q,uestion 

Opinion 

(No.  of 

Teachers) 

Yes 

No 

Undecided 

Does  your  staff  accept  noon- 
hour  duties  willingly? 

65 

27 

22 

Are  facilities  and  equipment 
adequate  for  varied  noon- 
hour  activities? 

18 

90 

4 

When  changes  are  made  in  the 
supervisory  program  which 
stand  to  affect  you,  are  you 
consulted  first? 

80 

11 

21 

should  noon-hour  activities 
be  scheduled? 

82 

18 

12 

Is  the  time  you  are  required  to 
spend  on  noon-duty  reasonable? 

75 

25 

16 

Does  the  time  you  spend  on 
noon-duty  present  special 
hardshins  or  sacrifices? 

54 

^0 

8 

Does  the  noon-hour  program 
give  all  the  pupils  in  your 
school  something  worthwhile 
to  do? 

8 

94 

10 

Could  you  be  relieved  of  noon- 
duties  partly  by  parent  help? 

•  2^ 

46 

41 

Should  conveyed  pupils  be 
allowed  to  go  up-town  without 
nermission? 

5 

107 

0 

Do  pupils  who  participate  in 
noon-hour  activities  do  better 
in  their  school  work? 

56 

25 

55 

that  they  could  be  partly  relieved  from  noon-duty  by  parent 
help# 

There  were  just  a  few  comments  following  item  six. 
These  included:  there  must  be  organized  supervision;  any 
teacher  who  does  not  commute  makes  a  sacrifice  when  on  noon- 
duty;  all  teachers  on  noon-duty  should  be  paid;  and  noon- 
hour  supervision  is  a  relief  from  classroom  duties. 
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CJtiAPTJiR  VI 


THJL  PAREm'i?*  VIEWS  OE  SUPERVISION 

This  chapter  presents  the  data  and  opinions  as  recor¬ 
ded  on  questionnaires  received  from  ninety-four  parents*  The 
information  was  classified,  in  most  cases,  on  the  basis  of 
sixty  parents  whose  children  are  conveyed  to  school  and  thirty- 
four  parents  whose  children  reside  in  town. 

Table  XXXV  gives  a  summary  of  the  parents  who  filled 
out  the  questionnaires.  The  table  shows  that  fifty-four  ques¬ 
tionnaires  were  completed  by  both  parents  working  together. 
Twenty  questionnaires  were  completed  by  mothers;  and  twenty, 
by  fathers. 

TABLE  XXXV 

PARENTS  WHO  COMPLETED  NINETY-POUR  Q]UESTTONNAIrES 


Parent 

Children  (No*  of  Parents; 

Total 

Conveyed 

Reside  in  Town 

Mother 

9 

11 

20 

Father 

10 

10 

20 

Mother  and  Father 

41 

54 

Total 

60 

34 

94 

■  In  answer  to  the  first  part  of  item  one  of  the  ques¬ 
tionnaire,  eighty- five  parents  stated  that  it  is  the  teachers' 


duty  to  supervise  the  school  and  playgrounds  and  nine  stated 


that  it  isn’t.  Table  XXXVI  gives  a  su  ram  ary  of  the  answers 
to  the  second  part  of  this  item.  The  table  indicates  that 
parents  whose  children  are  conveyed  and  parents  whose  chil¬ 
dren  reside  in  town  hold  almost  the  same  views  regarding 
what  places  should  be  supervised.  These,  in  order  of  fre¬ 
quency,  are:  playgrounds;  classrooms;  gymnasium;  play-rooms; 
hallways;  lunch  rooms;  and  business  places  up-town,  with 
respect  to  business  places  two  parents  specified  that  teach¬ 
ers  should  supervise  the  town  cafe. 


TABLE  XXXVI 

PLACES  TO  BE  SUPERVISED  DURING  THE  NOON-HOUR, 
AS  SEEN  BY  PARENTS 


Place 

Children  (,No.  of  Parents; 

Total* 

uonveyed 

Reside  in  Town 

Playgrounds 

43 

24 

67 

Classrooms 

27 

18 

43 

Gymnasium 

19 

16 

33 

Play-rooms 

16 

17 

33 

Hallways 

19 

11 

30 

Lunch  rooms 

17 

20 

Business  places  up-town 

9 

5 

14 

%!iany  parents  indicated  more  than  one  place. 


The  answers  to  all  parts  of  item  two  are  summarized  in 
Table  XXXVII.  The  table  reveals  that  in  the  case  of  parents 
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whose  children  are  conveyed,  about  four  times  as  many  sup¬ 
port  the  provision  for  hot  lunch  as  those  who  oppose  it.  in 
the  case  of  parents  whose  children  reside  in  town,  there  are 
approximately  the  same  number  of  parents  for  hot  lunch  as 
against.  The  two  hot  lunches  suggested  by  most  parents  are 
cocoa  and  soup.  Torty-three  parents  whose  children  are  con¬ 
veyed  indicate  that  they  are  willing  to  pay  for  xihe  hot  lunch; 

TABLJi  XLVlll 

PARfiNTb*  HEAOTIONjd  TO  QOKSTIOWb  RJDGARDING  ilQl  LUl'iCMiib 
AND  bUPJSRVIblON  OF  PLAY  ACTIVITIES 


Number  of  Parents 


Children 

Children 

Questions 

conveyed 

resident 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Would  you  want  the  school  to  make 

provision  for  hot  lunches  . 

if  so,  which  should  be  provided: 

49 

11 

16 

l8 

Cocoa . 

27 

9 

Soup . 

59 

9 

Stew  ...  . 

8 

1 

Hot  chocolate  milk  . 

1 

1 

Would  you  be  willing  to  pay  for  the 
hot  lunch? 

43 

6 

11 

5 

Do  your  children  have  hot  lunches 

14 

46 

n 

54 

up-town  at  present?  . 

u 

If  yes,  would  you  rather  have  them 
eat  hot  lunches  in  school?  .... 

15 

1 

Would  you  be  willing  to  take  turns 

to  prepare  hot  lunches  in  school?  • 

17 

45 

9 

23 

if  so,  how  often: 

1 

1 

Once  every  two  weeks  . 

3 

2 

Once  a  month  . 

13 

6 

Would  you  be  willing  to  supervise 

the  play  activities  of  the  elemen¬ 
tary  pupils  during  the  noon-hour?  . 

1 

59 

1 

55 

if  so,  how  often: 

Once  a  month  . 

1 

1 

•  ■';..'iv"'‘  .■■  >■. V.  ,'7«v'';.>: 


■-J-  '• . 

'■•  <W,|4  v  i,.‘ 

:  ;f.:  *S', 

li 

?vMv^’''V’". 

,. .  1.  ‘  t 

"■^■' .4 '.4^ 

li  .'^4^-  ■  -  >  •  i’  ''i'i.i# 


'fitua  u% 


r.ii  V.'  ^ 


,  .•'V'  t*-  . 


,■ '■  y^p/i'.d .  :.■ 


jt.'ix.  •■'  'i' ;,  t.J 


vVHSl^ 


'ir.  f 


■.  i  ..  'i,  \ 


i-f' 

-  t"'  ]'  C’>, 


:  -  m  ‘  .  :  ^  .  ,i 


.*/  j’/j.:  *-  i  ^ (4® 


.  .f;tf ",  i^  ' .ii ;; 

vi-.*J.:.-  .1.:  t,'y.  Stiff:.;. 

.  ,  i'  f  ■^.’a"'  'V,  .1 


V^i*  U'  .<■  :  ^.'  .t)  .!  .v:  J.  i..'  '  - 


•  •  ,•  •  •  -'i- l?*s 

^  ,0  *  i'-^i4h%-  uUy^  |iii  j  ij-KfW  fc  P 


-  . 'cv^^c’i'v  .• 

J,  li)j  . . .  .■~.<.i#.*t!>»»^..,.--.  K-.'V>...  ..'iiii^.ir... •..,»>  ■•.....«,.,.«,n.  ...; 

. .  i^^fi f7fr' ' ;•  “T  '■' ' ■  '■’■ 

. . . . ife‘ 


Bif 


,  . . .)  \'m ^:0mo 
.  v’  7C:.i  j 

IS*  .  ,  :.  ::.  .  i(,!rfis»fe  S  «e.tsf>'  s';...,^^ 

■  ■  -  '3,-,  ..  '  '  ■  -■  ■'  .  .  .  "il 


61 

six  are  not  willing  to  do  so.  Eleven  parents  whose  children 
reside  in  town  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  a  hot  lunch;  five 
would  not.  fourteen  of  sixty  parents  whose  children  are  con¬ 
veyed  indicated  that  their  children  eat  lunch  up-town.  Of 
these,  thirteen  would  rather  have  them  eat  a  hot  lunch  in 
school.  The  next  item  is  quite  revealing:  twenty-six  parents 
would  be  willing  to  take  turns  to  prepare  hot  lunches  in 
school.  JMineteen  of  these  indicate  that  they  could  come  out 
once  a  month;  five,  once  every  two  weeks;  and  two,  once  every 
week.  The  last  item  is  quite  disappointing:  only  two  parents 
would  be  willing  to  take  turns,  once  a  month,  to  supervise 
the  play  activities  of  elementary  pupils,  during  the  noon-hour. 

aome  comments  regarding  hot  lunches  included:  high 
school  girls  should  take  turns  in  preparing  hot  lunches;  a 
cook  should  be  hired  to  prepare  the  noon  lunch;  a  school 
cafeteria  should  be  provided. 

Some  comments  regarding  supervision  of  play  activities 
included J  parents  are  not  experienced  in  supervision;  it  is 
hard  for  out-of-town  people  to  come  in  to  supervise;  teachers, 
not  parents,  should  supervise  play  activities;  a  supervisor 
should  be  hired  to  look  after  noon-hour  activities. 

In  answer  to  the  first  part  of  item  three  of  the 
questionnaire,  fifty-three  parents  whose  children  are  con¬ 
veyed  stated  that  pupils  should  obtain  permission  to  go  up¬ 
town;  seven  stated  that  such  permission  is  not  necessary. 
Twenty-eight  parents  whose  children  reside  in  town  stated 


V  v 


,v 

ux  ^0*4  #  'i 


iHu4.  h  . 


t  ^  C"#M 

< 

'  i 

■.f,Xlr-  . 


I  ■  ■  ■  -f‘-^  M*>i  ■' 

i  i  5  1 V 


^41 


:J  H  \t 


'  '  ■■  ■  .:•  -i  -vli'>'  ^'  ■  o.  x’.  .- 


*.  •  4  ;  V  -  tf$.  L;/  .  ^  wJ 

r.  '  *- 

,'  7;^ 


L 

!‘  1  >'  ■ 
f  ^' 


'  '  -  ,  v,V>  .  t  *&  “  ^  ^ 

v^.;av  *  ■  ill  'a 


^  ,  ^r-v'  Xi' 


ft  )  J. 

,.  V,,  "t  1,5,  ,.  „r 

-  -;'  -T^ 

,.Cl 


(, 


,V' 


.  -riiOft  >:  Cv!  .*-*f,;i  al|  ,  :.M.« 


-  -i«'j  %  tar.  i. ihv  ^£i 1 '  A’  x^^Ai  ^ <^fi  > 


.  )  i  r  Hie,!/i: 

'fy  / 


62 

that  conveyed  pupils  should  obtain  pemission  to  go  up-town; 
six  stated  that  such  permission  is  not  necessary.  The  ar¬ 
rangements  suggested  for  obtaining  permission  appear  in  Table 
XTO’III.  The  table  shows  that  the  three  most  popular  arrange¬ 
ments  suggested  by  parents  whose  pupils  are  conveyed  are  the 
ones  actually  practiced  in  fifty-two  schools,  in  the  same 
order  of  preference.  (See  Table  IX).  These  parents,  how¬ 
ever,  suggest  that  more  passes  should  be  used  than  indicated 

TABLE  XXXVIIl 

AHRANGEEENrS  TOR  OBTAINING  PEHMiSbION  TO  GO  UP-TOWN 
BY  GOOTEYED  PUPILS,  AS  SEEN  BY  PARENTS 


Number  of  Parents 

Arrangement 

Children 

children 

conveyed 

resident 

All  pupils  must  have  written  permis¬ 
sion  from  parents 

18 

12 

Grades  1-6  must  have  written  permis¬ 
sion  from  parents 

1^ 

0 

All  pupils  must  obtain  pemission 
from  the  supervisors  in  charge 

12 

16 

All  pupils  should  obtain: 

One  pass  per  week . 

1 

Two  passes  per  week . 

6 

Three  passes  per  week . . 

1 

1 

Only  the  oldest  child  in  the  family 
may  obtain  permission  from  the 
supervisor 

6 

4 

All  pupils  must  obtain  permission 
from  the  home-room  teacher . 

2 

0 

Total 

72* 

40** 

%lve  parents  indicated  two  choices;  seven  parents,  three 
choices. 


*^Eight  parents  Indicated  two  choices;  two  parents,  three 
choices. 
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by  actual  practice  in  Table  IX.  The  suggestion  that  only 
the  oldest  child  in  each  family  obtain  permission  from  the 
supervisor  appears  promising,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer. 

Uf  the  parents  whose  children  reside  in  town,  sixteen  sug¬ 
gest  that  pupils  obtain  permission  from  the  supervisor; 
twelve,  that  all  pupils  obtain  written  permission  from 
parents;  eight,  that  pupils  be  allowed  one  to  three  passes 
per  week;  and  four,  that  only  the  oldest  pupil  in  the  family 
obtain  permission  from  the  supervisor  in  charge. 

The  last  item  of  the  questionnaire  is  summarized  in 
Table  XXXIX.  The  table  reveals  that  eighty-one  parents  be¬ 
lieve  that  all  pupils  should  be  encouraged  to  participate  in 
noon-hour  activities.  The  answers  to  the  next  two  items  in¬ 
dicate  quite  positively  that  parents  are  opposed  to  extra 
pay  for  noon-hour  supervision  or  the  other  form  of  compensa¬ 
tion  suggested,  it  is  encouraging  to  note,  however,  that 
forty-three  parents  believe  that  the  teachers  should  have 
their  lunch  period  free  of  supervising  pupils.  This  prac¬ 
tice  is  advocated  in  the  literature.^  Torty-one  parents 
state  that  they  are  not  kept  informed  of  the  noon-hour 
program  carried  on  in  their  school.  Tifty-eight  parents 
would  be  willing  to  have  the  school  board  spend  more  money 
on  games  and  equipment  for  noon-hour  activities;  fifty-seven 

^"Committee  on  Problems  of  the  Lunch  Jiour,'*  Balt imora 
Bulletin  of  Education.  32:20,  iNovember,  1^34;  ”Lunch  Time — 
Program  or  Problem,"  New  York  btate  Lducation.  42:411,  March, 
1333. 
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TABLE  XXXIX 

OPINIONS  OF  NINETY-FOUR  PARENTS  ON  VARIOUS  QUESTIONS 
OF  NOON-HOUR  SUPERVISION 


Q,uestion 

Opinion 

(,No*  of  Parents; 

Yes 

No 

Undecided 

Should  all  pupils  be  encouraged 
to  participate  in  noon-hour 
activities? 

8l 

3 

8 

should  teachers  be  paid  extra 
for  noon-hour  supervision? 

16 

52 

26 

Should  high  school  teachers  who 
coach  sports  be  compensated  by 
teaching  fewer  credits? 

18 

44 

32 

Should  teachers  have  their 
lunch  period  free  of 
supervising  pupils? 

43 

26 

25 

Are  you  kept  informed  of  the 
noon-hour  program  carried  on 
in  your  school? 

48 

41 

5 

Would  you  support  the  school 
board *s  spending  more  money 
on  games  and  equipment  for 
noon-hour  activities? 

58 

18 

18 

DO  your  children  like  the 
noon-activity  program  pro¬ 
vided  by  your  school? 

57 

22 

13 

Should  you  help  correct 
unfounded  criticism  of  your 
school ^s  noon-activity  program? 

41 

10 

45 

Are  children  who  participate  in 
noon-hour  activities  better 
students  in  school? 

68 

8 

18 

Would  you  like  the  school  board 
to  hire  special  supervisors  to 
look  after  noon-hour  supervision? 

55 

50 

believe  that  their  children  enjoy  the  noon-hour  activities 
in  their  school,  unly  forty-one  parents  indicated  that 
they  should  help  to  correct  unfounded  criticism  of  their 


6^ 


school’s  noon-activity  program.  Over  seventy  per  cent  of 
the  parents  believe  that  the  children  who  participate  in 
noon-hour  activities  do  better  in  school.  Table  XXXLY  indi¬ 
cates  that  only  about  thirty  per  cent  of  the  teachers  hold 
the  same  view,  uifty-five  parents  are  opposed  to  have  the 
school  board  hire  special  supervisors  to  look  after  noon- 
hour  supervision. 

Some  comments  following  this  item  were:  teachers 
interested  in  good  noon-hour  supervision  should  be  retained 
on  the  staff;  special  Physical  Mucation  teachers  should  be 
hired  to  coach  all  sports  and  game  activities;  teachers  who 
coach  sports  after  four  o’clock  should  be  paid  for  doing  so. 


GHAPi'iiR  VII 


bUi\MARY  Oi?‘  iJ'INDINGb 

Practices  Revealed  by  Principals 
The  questionnaires  sent  to  principals  were  designed 
to  determine,  through  a  populative  survey,  the  current  prac 
tices  in  noon-hour  supervision.  On  the  basis  of  per 

cent  returns,  most  centralized  schools  in  Alberta  have  a 
working  arrangement  for  noon-hour  supervision,  conceived 
democratically  without  pressure  from  outside  authorities. 
The  classrooms  and  playgrounds  are  supervised  in  the  major! 
ty  of  schools  by  all  members  of  the  staff  who  take  turns 
according  to  prepared  schedules.  Most  principals  require 
conveyed  pupils  to  obtain  permission  if  they  want  to  go  up¬ 
town  at  noon,  and  some  principals  have  devised  checks  to 
prevent  abuses  of  this  privilege. 

Most  principals  assign  classrooms  for  lunchrooms, 
supervised  by  the  staff,  where  the  pupils  are  required  to 
eat  for  a  designated  interval  of  time.  However,  about  one- 
fifth  of  the  schools  allow  the  pupils  to  eat  wherever  they 
wish,  unsupervised.  Hot  lunches,  either  cocoa  or  soup,  are 
provided  in  very  few  schools  indeed,  but  the  majority  of 
schools  encourage  their  pupils  to  bring  balanced  lunches. 
The  majority  of  schools  enforce  tidiness,  particularly  in 
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Junior  grades,  during  the  lunch  period,  and  approximately 
half  the  schools  have  an  arrangement  for  cleaning  up  lunch 
rooms . 

More  than  half  of  the  schools  have  a  noon- intermis¬ 
sion  only  one  hour  long.  Most  schools  plan  noon-hour  acti¬ 
vities  with  their  pupils;  half  the  schools  use  the  otudents* 
union  meetings  for  this  purpose.  Almost  naif  the  schools 
have  teachers  plan  the  activities  with  individual  classes,  in 
the  Junior  grades.  Most  schools  provide  a  large  and  varied 
number  of  indoor  activities  suitable  for  the  various  age 
levels  of  the  pupils.  A  considerable  number  of  these  acti¬ 
vities  are  scheduled;  however,  no  schools  have  staff  super¬ 
vision  for  all  the  activities  undertaicen.  in  this  respect, 
most  sport  activities  are  regularly  coached  by  Junior  and 
high  school  teachers,  bixty-five  schools  nave  gymnasiums 
and,  therefore,  adequate  accommodation  for  varied  noon-hour 
indoor  activities.  Moreover,  most  schools  have  sucn  equip¬ 
ment  as  movie  projectors,  tape  recorders,  radios  and  P.  A. 
systems  which  may  be  used  for  noon  shows,  music  listening 
and  school  dancing. 

TO  reduce  teachers’  supervisory  duties,  the  majority 
of  schools  have  responsible  students  issue  and  collect  games 
and  equipment  used  for  noon-activities.  Most  principals  en¬ 
courage  the  withdrawing  type  of  student  to  participate  in  at 
least  one  activity  during  the  noon-hour,  and  most  devote 
several  staff  meetings  to  an  evaluation  of  the  noon-hour 
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program.  One  half  of  the  schools  consult  with  the  pupils 
first  when  changes  in  the  noon-hour  program  are  contemplated. 

Views  Held  bv  Teachers 

The  questionnaires  sent  to  teachers  sought  to  obtain 
their  views  on  some  problems  inherent  in  noon-hour  supervi¬ 
sion.  un  the  basis  of  112  questionnaires,  the  teachers  feel 
that  the  functions  of  noon-hour  supervision,  in  descending 
order  of  importance,  are; 

1.  To  preserve  order  and  discipline 

2.  ‘To  protect  pupils  from  accidents 

To  guide  pupils  into  worthwhile  activities 

4.  ‘To  protect  school  property 

To  develop  pupils  socially 

6.  ‘i’o  provide  protection  against  legal  liability 

7.  To  be  on  call  to  settle  difficulties. 

It  is,  perhaps,  significant  to  note  that  the  principals  ranked 
the  above  functions  in  the  same  order. 

Almost  all  the  teachers  feel  that  the  staff  meetings 
at  which  noon-hour  activities  are  planned  and  duties  assigned 
are  either  highly  or  moderately  democratic.  Most  of  the  teach¬ 
ers  are  consulted  first  when  changes  are  made  in  the  supervi¬ 
sory  program  which  stand  to  affect  them.  The  majority  of 
teachers  believe  that  noon-hour  duties  are  accepted  willingly 
by  the  staff. 

Most  teachers  feel  that  noon-hour  activities  should 
be  scheduled.  Kowever,  most  teachers  feel  that  the  present 
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facilities  and  equipment  in  the  schools  are  inadequate  and 
that  few  pupils  have  worthwhile  things  to  do.  Only  about 
one-third  of  the  teachers  believe  that  the  pupils  who  parti¬ 
cipate  in  noon-hour  activities  do  better  in  their  school 
work,  i'he  teachers  are  almost  unanimous  in  their  belief 
that  the  pupils  should  obtain  permission  if  they  want  to  go 
up- town. 

beventy-three  teachers  believe  that  the  time  they  are 
required  to  spend  on  noon-duty  is  reasonable;  yet,  fifty-four 
feel  that  noon-duties  present  sacrifices  and  hardships  on 
their  part.  Only  twenty-five  teachers  believe  that  their 
duties  could  be  relieved  partly  by  parent  assistance. 

Twenty  teachers  have  no  complaints  at  all  about  noon- 
hour  supervision  as  practiced  in  their  schools.  Others  com¬ 
plain  that  there  is  no  remuneration;  that  it  is  unfair  to 
give  up  time  needed  for  one's  cwn  lunch,  that  the  public  de¬ 
mands  too  much  of  teachers;  that  the  duties  are  not  clearly 
defined;  and  that  some  members  of  the  staff  have  less  than 
their  fair  share  of  noon-duties. 

Views  Held  bv  Parents 

The  questionnaires  sent  to  parents  were  designed  to 
obtain  their  reactions  to  some  problems  involved  in  noon-hour 
supervision.  On  the  basis  of  ninety-four  questionnaires,  most 
parents  believe  that  it  is  the  teachers*  duty  to  supervise  the 
school  and  playgrounds.  However,  almost  half  the  parents  feel 
that  the  teachers  should  have  their  own  lunch  period  free  of 
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supervising  pupils.  The  majority  of  parents  would  like  the 
school  to  provide  a  hot  lunch,  and  about  one-third  of  these 
parents  would  be  willing  to  take  turns,  once  a  month,  to  pre¬ 
pare  cocoa,  soup  or  stew.  However,  as  far  as  supervising 
play  activities  of  elementary  pupils  is  concerned,  only  two 
parents  would  be  willing  to  do  so,  once  a  month. 

Most  parents  agree  that  conveyed  pupils  should  be 
required  to  obtain  permission  if  they  want  to  go  up-town. 

Most  parents  also  believe  that  all  pupils  should  be  encou¬ 
raged  to  participate  in  noon-hour  activities  and  that  such 
participants  do  better  in  their  school  work.  The  majority 
of  parents  would  support  the  school  board’s  spending  more 
money  on  games  and  equipment,  and  almost  half  are  prepared 
to  help  correct  unfounded  criticism  of  their  school’s  noon- 
activity  program. 

On  matters  of  special  interest  to  teachers,  the 
parents  are  not  very  encouraging.  Relatively  few  parents 
believe  that  teachers  should  be  paid  extra  for  noon-hour 
supervision,  and  very  few  believe  that  high  school  teachers 
who  coach  sports  should  be  compensated  by  teaching  fewer 
credits,  irinally,  only  nine  parents  would  agree  to  have  the 
school  board  hire  special  noon-hour  supervisors. 


CHAPTEK  YIII 


CONGLUblONi:)  AND  RECOMMENDATIONb 

Cone luslons 

‘i‘he  conclusions  listed  below  are  based  on  the  find¬ 
ings  from  the  questionnaires  received  from  principals, 
teachers  and  parents.  The  questionnaires  received  from 
teachers  and  parents  were  not  the  result  of  adequate  samp¬ 
ling.  Therefore,  the  conclusions  based  on  these  question¬ 
naires  cannot  be  regarded  as  very  conclusive. 

1.  Noon-hour  supervision  has  been  accepted  by  almost 
all  Alberta  centralized  schools  as  a  necessary  duty. 
Apparently  only  twelve  schools^  have  taken  cognizance 
of  the  Departmental  regulation  which  states  ”In  a 
school  having  more  than  one  teacher  the  board  shall 
be  responsible  for  arranging  with  the  principal  and 
staff  for  such  supervision  of  pupils  as  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  necessary,  upon  such  terms  as  may  be  agree- 

2 

able  to  both  parties." 

2*  Most  principals  practice  good  human  relations  with 
their  staffs.  This  is  supported  by  the  finding  that 

.  ^bee  Table  v. 

^Revised  General  Regulations  of  the  Department  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  COrder-in-Gouncil  No.  1724/32),  bection  13Cc;  (ii;. 
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in  most  schools  noon-hour  supervisory  duties  are 
planned  with  the  staff  and  assigned  democratically. 
This  accounts  for  the  finding  that  the  majority  of 
teachers  accept  noon-hour  duties  willingly.  "Teach¬ 
ers  will  accept  the  responsibility  of  a  new  lunch 

program  if  they  have  a  part  in  its  development  and 

3 

direction. " 

jj.  Principals  and  staffs  are  themselves  responsible  for 
the  following  two  quite  common  complaints  about  noon- 
hour  supervision:  the  duties  are  not  clearly  defined, 
and  some  staff  members  have  less  than  their  fair 
share  of  noon-duty.  The  findings  reveal  that  some 
teachers  spend  up  to  five  hours  per  week  on  noon- 
duty.  This  suggests  that  some  teachers  are  required 
to  supervise  more  than  others.  8taff  co-operation 
can  hardly  be  expected  under  such  circumstances. 

4.  Most  centralized  schools  of  Alberta  have  gymnasiums, 
buch  schools,  in  the  writer's  opinion,  not  only  offer 
a  wider  range  of  indoor  noon-hour  activities  than 
those  that  have  no  gymnasiums,  but  also  find  super¬ 
vision  easier.  Most  schools  also  have  adequate 
equipment  for  at  least  three  worthwhile  activities: 
noon  shows,  dancing  and  music  listening.  But  the 
facilities  for  preparing  hot  lunches  appear  to  be 

^Martin  Kalish,  "The  void  in  the  school  Bay,"  school 
Executive  Magazine.  11:1^0,  May,  1^^2. 


’9 'i. ‘I,  --  -v  ■ 

,„  Si  y /'!&S V,  ^  A  vi  I  *il  ':^i‘‘'''.  ''|fe- 


11 


.'■■\J-hMt-  'i  ;VV  •>  si  -  ’  ■.'->'^  141^^1^, •y 


U  :;.? 


;'S' J 


..  'a  ^'K  ..  >1: 

— X  :,X' 

'  SS"QM  .'i  ii.ri  X  ;  ,  ■} ' 


■  :v»\!  < 

j.  i  . 


A  ,-'v 


r  , 


f>  >  / 

r  )  .1 


4k 


'■  ,  ■  ^  '■', 'j.i:  .  :  ■  Brti'V  ',  ..  •■  ■.  ' ;  ; ■■.  •■  «4/fc  1.- 


4,^ 


r*!? 


*  i-  * 


. 

4.  V  iJ.  X  C  ’“t" 


1  vT- 

'"i  % 


’  -s?  4  **  V, 


wiCf  ,  . ^  '.a 


■  ■  ■  u  "  '  '  _  - 


'•  '  - - 


' ,  'i. '  ?'’  , 


"''.__od/'^S^';i!*  i  1  "'Xi-  -I*?  _••  i>4  '•e!4.‘  tifi'^i 

^  i'S'"'''  '  '  '  '  jll  '  ’  '''  ~ 


m 


7^ 


practically  non-existent.  Worris^  advocates  that, 
among  others,  two  aims  of  the  noon  program  are  to 
furnish  the  pupils  with  an  adequate  meal  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  health- teaching  situation.  The  writer  feels 
that  these  objectives  of  the  noon  program  are  not 
realized  in  most  Alberta  schools.  This  matter  de¬ 
serves  further  study. 

Parent  education  is  necessary  in  order  that  parents 
accept  the  contention  that  teachers  should  be  remu¬ 
nerated,  or  compensated  otherwise,  for  the  time  spent 
on  noon-hour  supervisory  duties.  This  should  not  be 
too  difficult  for  the  findings  reveal  that  almost  half 
of  the  parents  surveyed  believe  that  teachers  should 
have  their  own  lunch  free  from  responsibility  of  pu¬ 
pils.  Moreover,  most  parents  believe  that  their 
children  do  better  in  school  if  they  participate  in 
noon-hour  activities;  and  most  are  in  favor  of  spen¬ 
ding  more  money  on  games  and  equipment. 

6.  A  considerable  number  of  schools  do  not  schedule 

their  activities.  This  is  supported  by  the  finding 
that  the  place  most  supervised  in  the  schools  is  the 
hallways.  One  reason  for  not  scheduling  activities 
may  be  that  it  is  time  consuming.  However,  the 
writer  suggests  that  there  is  another  reason:  the 

4 

H.  B.  Horris,  "Make  Better  use  of  the  Midday  Break," 
The  Nation*s  ijchools.  42:^6,  August,  1^48. 
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noon-hour  int emission  is  too  short  in  most  schools 
for  any  ambitious  noon-hour  program. 

7.  Teachers  hold  the  same  views  as  principals  regarding 
the  functions  of  noon-hour  supervision,  however, 
they  believe  that  the  emphasis  should  be  on  order 
and  discipline  rather  than  on  social  development 
which  is  advocated  in  the  literature.-^ 

80  There  is  consensus  among  principals,  teachers  and 
parents  that  the  pupils  should  obtain  permission  if 
they  want  to  go  up-town.  The  findings  indicate  that 
devising  checks  to  prevent  abuses  of  this  privilege 
is  a  difficult  problem.  The  practice  of  cancelling 
the  privilege,  if  it  is  abused,  appears  effective: 
it  is  recommended  by  ibchroeder.^ 

9.  An  interesting  possibility  exists  in  parents*  will¬ 
ingness  to  take  turns  in  preparing  hot  lunches  in 
school.  According  to  the  literature"^  this  is  not 
novel  in  American  schools.  The  findings  of  this 
study  suggest  that  relatively  few  teachers  have  given 
serious  consideration  to  this  possible  innovation. 


“^william  B.  Axtell  and  Darrol  in;.  Robinson,  “What 
Makes  a  Good  Noon-iiour  Program,”  The  Nation's  bchools.  44:2^, 
September,  19^9* 

^Melvin  T.  bchroeder,  "No  Noon-Hour  Nonsense,  Please.*” 
Safety  Hdueation.  33:20,  February,  1^34. 

7 

'*A  Lunch  Program:  An  Example  of  Good  Living,”  The 
Instructor.  38:16,  march,  19^9;  John  H.  Jinglish,  "Parents 
Take  Over  at  Lunch,”  School  executive  Magazine.  74:108, 
December,  1334. 


'  w  •  ■■  •«'■•  '-■ 


■  4:'^  ,  ■'  '  ®.y 

,;,i 


<v 


S)  ^ 


i  c/,.ft  ^ 


'y 


<.  '  'jii'  y  I'v  ^  '  V  j'v  1^;  hM  •  ..V.  i  V  ,  „i 

,'w'%>'‘  ,  „  ■  V’"'  ^ 

,,  wi.'”'  .,  f,^s-“ilP:t,  :m^  i.a-.  1^'“*^; 


-M»>  f  tjat; 


~im.  ”:  , 

'  >  >An'; 

'::.i:>-r-&^^i-^....'^}^J..^  ..  Jy/s  ^kyMi'ivv  , 


'Ai.4. 

mu  1  -  ’  '■ .  i 


ii-J 


;  "-,  .  ^■ .;,...  ',  A^'St+c'li.VSW  ■  ;  #S fei,,’5 

_U;V'  ^,iig;-’‘<^  iift't,.', ''*-  '’/Mr 

( A,  (  ^  ^  k%  ^  j'e  ' 


.V 


10.  I'he  noon-hour  programs  in  those  schools  which  plan 
noon-hour  activities  with  their  pupils  and  hold 
evaluative  staff  meetings  are  superior  to  those 
found  in  schools  where  this  is  not  done.  l‘his  view 

o 

is  supported  in  the  literature. ° 

Recommend at ions 

Although  some  specific  procedures  are  suggested  in 
the  recommendations  listed  below,  this  study  does  not  pretend 
to  give  solutions  for  all  the  problems  that  may  arise  during 
the  noon-hour.  This  cannot  be  done  because  each  school  has 
its  own  unique  problems.  However,  the  writer  feels  that 
these  recommendations,  which  are  supported  by  both  the  re¬ 
lated  literature  and  the  findings  of  this  survey,  unless 
otherwise  specified,  can  be  used  as  a  starting  point  to  de¬ 
velop  a  noon-hour  program  of  high  quality.  It  is,  therefore, 
with  the  hope  of  stimulating  serious  thought  and  positive 
action  that  the  following  recommendations  are  made: 

!•  The  noon-hour  proRraia  should  be  planned  early  in  the 

school  year,  every  year^  by  the  staff  and  pupils. 

It  is  recognized  that  principals  and  staffs  are  ex¬ 
tremely  busy  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year. 
However,  the  noon-hour  program  is  as  important  as 

Q 

^Axtell  and  Robinson,  op.  cit.,  p.  ^1;  M.  L.  watrous, 
"Pupil  Participation  in  improvement  of  Roon-Hour  Activities," 
National  element arv  Principal,  32:212,  September,  1934. 
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organization  of  classes  and  administrative  detail. 

The  planned  program  should  take  into  consideration 
the  interests  and  abilities  of  the  different  age 
groups,  it  is  suggested  that  a  list  of  activities 
for  the  high  school  grades  be  prepared  tentatively 
by  committees  composed  of  student  representatives 
and  staff  advisers.  This  list  should  then  be  presen¬ 
ted  to  the  iDtudents'  union  or  general  asseiably  meet¬ 
ing  for  discussion,  modification  and  acceptance.  The 
writer  recommends  that  planning  in  the  primary  and 
elementary  grades  be  done  in  individual  classes  with 
home-room  teachers.  A  good  variety  of  games,  such  as 
checkers  and  ring  toss,  should  be  purchased  for  these 
children. 

2 •  Most  of  the  activities,  if  not  all,  should  be  sched¬ 
uled.  This  is  advocated  in  the  literature  but  prac¬ 
tised  only  in  some  of  the  schools  surveyed  in  this 
study,  scheduled  activities  insure  that  all  pupils 
will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  at 
least  one  activity.  This  is  extremely  important  in 
the  case  of  an  atypical  child  who,  very  often,  is  on 
his  own  during  the  noon-hour.  All  available  space 
should  be  used,  i^laygrounds  should  be  divided  into 
diamonds  and  courts,  also  play  areas  for  the  pupils 
in  the  primary  and  elementary  grades;  classrooms 
should  be  assigned  to  designated  activities.  Naturally 
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this  will  entail  a  great  deal  of  work,  nowever,  the 
time  and  effort  involved  will  be  amply  rewarded  by 
lessening  the  strain  of  teacher  supervision. 

!>.  xhe  noon-intermission  should  be  not  less  than  one  and 
one~half  hours  long.  This  recomiriendation  is  supported 
in  the  literature  but  is  not  currently  being  followed 
in  most  Alberta  schools.  Authorities  state  that  a 
good  noon-hour  program  is  as  important,  in  its  way, 
as  classroom  instruction,  it  appears,  then,  that  the 
values  to  be  realized  from  a  well-organized  noon-hour 
program  warrant  this  third  recommendation. 

4 •  All  teachers  should  be  available  for  supervision,  in¬ 

cluding  the  principal,  iiiach  teacher  can  make  a  con¬ 
tribution  in  guiding  pupil  development.  The  duties 
should  be  assigned  fairly  and  scheduled  as  far  apart 
as  possible.  Moreover,  each  teacher  should  be  given 
an  opportunity  to  eat  his  own  lunch  free  from  respon¬ 
sibility  of  pupils.  The  writer  suggests  that  this 
may  be  done  in  junior  grades  by  staggered  dismissals 
for  lunch,  and  in  senior  grades  by  providing  "spares** 
before  noon  for  teachers  on  those  days  when  they  are 
scheduled  for  noon-duty. 

b 0  Adequate  steps  should  be  taken  to  protect  pupils  from 

accidents  and  to  protect  school  property.  One  possible 
approach,  in  the  writer’s  opinion,  is  to  have  indivi¬ 
dual  classes  with  home-room  teachers  establish  rules 
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of  safety  and  rules  of  conduct. 

6 •  Parents  should  be  kept  informed  of  the  noon-hour 

program.  This  can  be  done  through  such  contacts  as 
the  Home  and  school  meetings  and  the  tJchool  Paper. 
Parents’  co-operation  should  be  solicited  and  their 
suggestions  for  improvement  followed,  as  far  as 
possible. 

7 •  Responsible  students  should  be  asked  to  assist  teach¬ 
ers  with  routine  noon-hour  duties,  issuing  and  col¬ 
lecting  gaiues  and  equipment  can  be  done  as  well  by 
pupils  as  teachers.  This  is  not  done  in  many  schools 
but  is  recommended  in  the  literature,  buch  practice 
not  only  relieves  teachers  from  routine  duties  but 
also  gives  pupils  valuable  training  in  assuming  res¬ 
ponsibilities. 

8 •  iiiating  lunch  should  be  considered  one  of  the  most 
important  noon-hour  activities.  Lunch  rooms  should 
be  assigned  and  supervised  by  teachers;  good  rules 
of  health  and  diet  should  be  observed;  and  balanced 
lunches  should  be  stressed.  These  practices  are  not 
presently  being  followed  in  most  Alberta  schools. 

The  writer  suggests  that  the  possibility  for  hired 
help  and  parent  assistance  for  preparing  hot  lunches 
,  be  explored  thoroughly. 

9 .  The  whole  staff  should  participate  in  developing  and 

stating  the  purposes  of  the  noon-hour  program. 
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iilmphasis  should  be  placed  on  socialization  among  the 


pupils*  This,  according  to  the  literature,  is  the 
keynote  of  noon-hour  supervision.  The  program  should 
be  flexible  enough  to  permit  variations  in  the  acti¬ 
vities;  it  should  be  evaluated  periodically,  iiuper- 
vision  must  facilitate  pupil  development;  this  is  its 
primary  justification. 
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APPJiNDIX  A 

1.  sample  of  Questionnaire  bent  to  Principals 

2.  baniple  of  Letter  requesting  Criticism 
bample  of  Accompanying  Letter 

4,  bample  of  Pollow-up  Letter 
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APi'i'iX^DiX  A.l. 

NOON-JIOUK  bUPiliKViblOJM  iJN  Al.Bii.HTA  oUnOULB 
IN  WHICH  PAHT  Ui?‘  THB  TUTIi.d  AHii;  CUN VJi.'i  jlD 

GENJi;HAL  ll\[i?‘0KMAT10N 

Name  of  school .  Name  of  Principal . 

Principal *s  Address . 

Total  number  of  classrooms  in  the  whole  school. . .crades . 

Number  of  teachers  in  Crades  X,  XI,  and  All . 

The  enrolment  in  the  whole  school . 

Number  of  students  conveyed  in  the  whole  school . 

GENtllRAL  NQON-HQUK  BUPNKVlalUN 

1.  Do  you  have  a  working  arrangement  for  noon-hour  supervi¬ 
sion  in  your  school? .  if  so,  please  indicate  by  un¬ 

derlining  how  the  arrangement  was  arrived  at: 

(a;  By  arbitrary  order  of  ^i;  principal  superinten¬ 
dent  board 

(b;  By  (,1;  unanimous  agreement  of  the  staff  and  principal 
{2;  majority  vote  of  the  staff  and  principal 

^c;  By  mutual  agreement  between  the  board  and  the  staff 

(dj  By  any  other  method.  Please  specify . 


2.  Please  indicate  by  check  marAs  which  of  the  following 
places  are  supervised: 

(a)  ...  all  classrooms  (,c)  ...  gymnasiuia 

^b)  ...  designated  classrooms  only  ...  library 


8^ 

{^e)  •••  hallways  (f)  ...  playgrouncls 

Please  list  others . 


3.  Are  unsupervised  classrooms  locked?  .  If  so,  please 

indicate  whether  this  is  (l)  ...  a  staff  policy  (2)  ... 
a  board  regulation 

4*  Please  indicate  by  check  mark  or  marks  who  does  the 
supervision ; 

(a)  ...  principal  {e)  ...  janitor 

(b)  ...  principal  and  vice-principal  (f)...  parent 

volunteers 

(.c)  ...  all  members  of  the  staff 

Please  list  others, 
(d)  ...  responsible  students  . 


Do  you  schedule  your  supervision?  ....  If  so,  please 
indicate  the  arrangement; 

(a)  .  teachers  supervise  . 

(1,  2,  etc.)  (daily,  weekly,  etc.; 

(b)  ...  Each  teacher  arranges  supervision  for  his  own 
classroom. 

(c)  . .  teachers  who  commute  act  as  supervisors. 

(1,  2,  etc.; 

(d)  ...  Janitor  and  teachers  share  supervisory  duties. 

(e)  ...  Parents  and  teachers  take  turns  as  per  schedule. 

(f)  Other  arrangement*  Please  specify . 


6.  (a)  Are  conveyed  pupils  required  to  obtain  permission  to 

go  up-town  at  noon?  ...»  If  so,  what  is  the  arrange¬ 
ment  : 
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(1)  •••  All  pupils  must  have  written  permission  from 

parent  s, 

(2)  Grades  1-6  only  must  have  written  permission 
from  parents. 

(3)  •••  All  pupils  must  obtain  permission  from  super¬ 

visors  in  charge. 

(4)  ...  All  pupils  may  obtain  only .  passes 

(1,  2,  etc.; 

per  week  from  the  home  room  teacher. 

(3)  •••  Only  the  oldest  child  in  each  family  may 
obtain  permission  from  the  supervisor. 

(6)  Other  arrangement.  Please  specify . 


(b)  Have  you  devised  any  checKs  to  prevent  abuses  of  the 

privilege  of  going  up  town?  ....  If  so,  what  checks 

have  you  found  effective: 

(1)  ...  Limiting  length  of  visit  up  town 

i2)  ...  Having  a  supervisor  take  an  occasional  "walk” 
up  t  own 

(3)  Other  checks.  Please  specify . 


7.  Please  rank  the  following  functions  of  noon-hour  super¬ 
vision  in  order  of  their  importance: 

...  To  protect  pupils  from  accidents 

...  To  protect  school  property 

...  To  preserve  order  and  discipline 

...  To  provide  protection  against  legal  liability 

...  To  be  on  call  to  settle  difficulties 

...  To  guide  pupils  into  worthwhile  activities 


•  • 


TO  develop  pupils  socially. 
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Please  state  any  others. 


LUNCH  SUPEHVIblON 

!•  Are  lunch  rooms  assigned?  ....  If  so,  please  indicate 
which  ones: 

(a)  each  home  room  (b;  .  designated  class- 

(1,  2,  etc.)  rooms. 

(c)  Other  arrangement.  Please  specify . 


2.  Please  indicate  by  check  marks  who  supervises  the  lunch 
rooms : 

^a)  ...  teachers  (^d)  ...  no  one 

tb)  ...  responsible  students  (e)  Other  arrangement. 

Please  specify . 

(c)  •••  parent  volunteers  . 

Does  your  school  provide  a  hot  lunch?  ....  if  so,  for 
which  grades: 

(a)  ...  primary  (.c)  ...  Junior  high 

^b)  ...  elementary  (d)  ...  senior  high 

4.  What  kind  of  hot  lunch  is  provided-  (a)  ...  cocoa 

(b)  soup  (c)  ...  stew  (d)  Please  specify  others.  ... 


How  is  cost  of  materials  met?  (,a)  ...  by  pupils  (.b)  ... 
by  board  (c)  By  other  arrangement.  Please  specify . 


6.  Do  pupils  begin  and  end  their  lunch  at  a  specified  time? 

.  if  so,  how  much  time  is  allowed  for  eating  lunch? 

.  minutes. 
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7.  Are  pupils  encouraged  to  bring  balanced  lunches  to 

school?  . If  so,  how  is  this  donev 

{a)  ...  By  classroom  teachers  in  health  periods 

(,b)  ...  By  lunch  supervisors  on  duty 

(c^  ...  By  Home  economics  teacher  in  special  lectures 

(d)  ...  By  home  and  school  Association. 

^e)  Please  specify  any  other  arrangement  . 

8.  Are  pupils  required  to  wash  and  tidy  up  before  and  after 

lunch?  .  if  so,  in  which  grades; 

(a)  ...  primary  (b)  ...  elementary  {c)  ...  junior  high 
Cd)  ...  senior  high 

9.  How  is  the  requirement  in  ^8;  enforced: 

(a)  ...  By  teachers  in  home  room  classes 

(b)  ...  By  supervisors  on  duty 

(c)  ...  By  principal  who  visits  classrooms 

(,d;  By  other  arrangement.  Please  specify  . 

10.  Do  you  have  an  arrangement  for  cleaning  up  lunch  rooms? 

. if  so,  what  is  the  arrangement?  . 


NQQN-HOUH  IKDOOR  AUTIVIilha 

1.  how  long  is  your  noon-hour  in  summer?  .  hours; 

in  winter .  hours 

2.  Do  pupils  and  staff  share  in  planning  noon-hour  activi- 

vities?  .  If  so,  please  indicate  by  check  marks,  in 

appropriate  spaces  below  how  and  in  what  grades  this  is 


done. 
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Method  used 

Prim. 

klem. 

Jr.tiigh 

or. high 

(a)  At  btudents'  Union  meetings 

(,b)  By  individual  teachers  with 
their  classes 

{Q)  in  general  assembly  by 

principal  or  other  teacher 

(dj  in  correlation  with 
enterprise  work 

(,e;  Blease  specify  others 

3.  i'lease  indicate  by  check  marks  in  the  appropriate  spaces 
of  the  table  below  the  following  information: 

^a;  which  activities  your  pupils  participate  in  during 
the  noon-hour 

^b;  whether  the  activities  are  scheduled 
^c)  how  the  activities  are  supervised 
i^d}  what  grades  participate 


Activity 

bched- 

uled 

Supervised  by 

Participated  by  Grades 

staff 

students 

no  one 

1-6 

7-9 

10-12 

. • .  Ping 
 pong 

. . .  check¬ 
ers 

. . .  Chinese 
Checkers 

. . .  indoor 
curling 

• • •  Snakes 
db  Ladders 

...  Hing 
•loss 

. . .  Noon 
films 

• . •  Music 
listening 

. . .  Badmin¬ 
ton 

• . .  volley 
ball 

. . .  Basket¬ 
ball 
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. . .  jj’olk 
dancing 

. . .  square 
dancing 

...  Social 
dancing 

...  Tap 

dancing 

. • ,  Boxing 

...  wrest¬ 
ling 

•••  Tumbling 

Please  list 
others 

4.  Do  you  have  a  gymnasium? .  If  so,  please  list  which  of 

the  above  activities  are  carried  out  in  the  gymnasium 
during  the  noon-hour. 


5.  Is  the  shy  and  withdrawing  type  of  student  encouraged  to 
participate  in  at  least  one  activity  during  the  noon-hour? 
If  so ,  how  is  this  done: 

(a)  By  individual  counselling  (b)  Through  Health 
and  Personal  Development  classes  (c)  Please  specify  any 
other  method. 


Who  issues  and  collects  games  and  equipment  for  the  noon- 
hour  activities? 

(a)  responsible  students  td)  •••  Physical  Education 

teachers 

(b)  staff  members 

te)  ...  principal 

^cj  supervisors  on  duty 

Cf)  Please  state  any  other. 


7*  Are  some  staff  meetings  devoted  to  evaluation  of  noon- 

hour  activites?  .  If  changes  are  made,  are  students 

consulted  first?  ••• 

OUTDOOR  SPORT  ACTIVITL£S 

Please  indicate  by  check 
activities,  participated 
coached  by  teachers: 

(a)  ...  softball 

(b)  ...  hardball 

(c)  ...  touch  rugby 
td)  ...  soccer 

SCHOOL  EQUIPMENT 
Which  of  the  following  equipment  do  you  have  in  your  school: 

(a)  ...  filmstrip  projector  ^e)  ...  record  player 

(b)  ...  movie  projector  ^f)  radio 

(c)  ...  filmstrip  library  ig)  ...  tape  recorder 

(d)  ...  P.  A.  system  (h)  ...  inter-room  communication 


marks  which  of  the  following  sport 
by  pupils  in  Grades  10-12,  are 

i^e)  ...  hockey 

i,f)  ...  curling 

^g)  •••  broomball 

Please  list  others  . 


Others 


‘h 
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APPENDIX  A.Z. 


VILNA  iSUHOOL 
School  District  Do*  3^8^ 


M.  W.  Rudiak,  B.Ed. , 
Principal 


w.J.  Necyk,  B.Ed., 
Vice-Principal 


March  9,  1937 
Vilna,  Alberta 


Por  my  M*  Ed»  thesis  I  am  working  on  ”Noon-Hour  buper- 
vision  in  Alberta  schools  in  Which  Part  of  the  Pupils  are 
Conveyed.’*  I  have  already  met  my  thesis  committee  which 
recommended  certain  revisions  in  the  enclosed  questionnaire. 
However,  before  1  prepare  a  second  draft,  1  would  like  this 
questionnaire  to  be  criticized  by  selected  principals  who 
are  familiar  with  this  problem.  Accordingly,  i  am  appeal¬ 
ing  to  you  for  assistance. 

Will  you  kindly  criticize  this  questionnaire  in  the 
light  of  your  experience  in  your  school?  Please  be  frank 
in  stating  which  questions,  in  your  opinion,  are  not  valid; 
which  are  not  clear;  and  what  other  questions  you  should 
like  to  see  included*  itou  may,  if  you  wish,  make  your  sug¬ 
gestions  in  the  body  or  on  the  back  of  the  enclosed  question¬ 
naire. 


Please  return  your  criticism  as  soon  as  convenient-- 
within  a  week,  if  at  all  possible.  Por  your  assistance  1 
shall  be  most  grateful. 

1  am  enclosing  a  self-addressed  envelope  for  your 
convenience. 


Yours  sincerely. 


M.  w.  Rudiak. 
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APPKNDilJL  A.  3. 


Vllna,  Alberta 
May  7,  1937 


Dear  Principal: 

Your  kind  co-operation  is  respectfully  solicited  in 
completing  the  enclosed  questionnaire  which  will  serve  as 
a  basis  for  two  separate  m.  theses.  It  was  prepared 
under  the  guidance  and  approval  of  our  thesis  committee 
headed  by  ivir.  H.  T.  oparby,  Professor,  faculty  of  Jiiduca- 
tion,  University  of  Alberta. 

The  centralization  of  schools  in  recent  years  has 
created  some  urgent  problems  in  noon-hour  supervision  and 
extracurricular  activities*  we  feel  that  you,  as  a  prin¬ 
cipal  of  a  centralized  school,  are  in  a  position  to  offer 
valuable  information  on  these  problems.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  information  will  lead  to  suggestions  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  which  will  be  of  value  to  teachers,  principals,  and 
administrators. 

The  questionnaire  is  essentially  of  a  check-list  type 
which  will  enable  you  to  complete  it  with  a  minimum  of 
time  and  effort.  Please  follow  the  directions  as  given  in 
the  body  of  the  questionnaire.  We  will  treat  your  answers 
with  confidence. 

If  at  all  possible,  kindly  complete  and  return  the 
questionnaire  in  the  enclosed  stamped  self-addressed 
envelope  by  May  23,  13^7* 

After  compiling  the  data  received  from  the  question¬ 
naires,  we  will  be  glad  to  send  you  a  summary.  Please 
indicate  whether  this  is  your  wish. 


fours  sincerely. 


M.  w .  Rudiak 
Principal,  Vilna  ochool 


D.  Boyko, 

Principal,  Radway  ochool 
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A.  4. 


Vllna,  Alberta 
June  4,  19^1 


This  letter  is  an  appeal  of  principals  to  a  principal. 

Could  you  spare  rirteen  minutes  this  weekend  to  complete 
and  return  the  questionnaire  we  sent  you  on  May  7th,  entitled, 
"Current  Practices  in  Noon-Hour  bupervision  and  Jiixtracurricular 
Activities  in  Alberta  Centralized  bchools?" 

We  know  you  are  a  busy  man:  we  are  principals.  However, 
the  questionnaire  is  essentially  of  a  check-list  type  and  can 
be  completed  quickly. 

Our  theses  can  be  completed  adequately  only  if  we  obtain 
a  high  percentage  of  returns,  lour  co-operation  will  be 
regarded  as  a  personal  favor.  Please  don*t  disappoint  us. 

The  data  from  the  questionnaires  will  be  compiled.  We 
will  be  glad  to  send  you  a  summary  if  that  is  your  wish. 


Yours  sincerely. 


M.  W.  Rukiak 
Principal,  Vilna  bchool 


b.  Boyko, 

-t'rincipal,  Hadway  School 


APPENDIX  B 

!•  aampie  of  Q,uestionnair0  bent  to  Teachers 

2*  Sample  of  Accompanying  Letter  Sent  to 
Principals. 
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APPENDIX  B.l. 

NOON-HOUR  SUPERVISION  IN  ALBERT  A  SCHOOLS  IN  miCA  PART  QE  THE 

PUPILS  ARE  CONVEYED 

NAME  OE  SCHOOL  .  GRADE  TAUGHT  . 


The  purpose  of  this  questionnaire  is  to  give  you  an  op¬ 
portunity  as  a  classroom  teacher,  to  state  what  you  honestly 
think  is  your  reaction  to  the  noon-hour  supervision  as 
carried  out  in  your  school. 

You  need  not  sign  your  name.  Please  place  this  ques¬ 
tionnaire  in  the  envelope  provided  and  return  it  to  your 
principal  in  a  day  or  two,  if  possible. 


1.  Do  you  have  noon-hour  supervision  in  your  school?  . 

If  so,  are  you  required  to  act  as  supervisor?  .  If 

So,  please  indicate  by  check  mark  the  duty  or  duties  you 
are  responsible  for: 


(a)  ...  Supervising  the  children  in  the  lunch  room  or 

cafeteria  during  their  lunch  period 

(b)  ...  Supervising  your  pupils  in  your  own  classroom 

(c)  ...  Supervising  all  children  in  all  classrooms  on 

one  floor 

(d)  ...  supervising  all  children  in  one  or  more  buildings 

(e)  ...  Supervising  all  children  of  your  school 

(f)  ...  Supervising  one  or  more  playgrounds 

(g)  ...  Being  on  call  in  the  office  or  other  designated 

room  if  and  when  any  problems  arise 

(h)  ...  Acting  as  school  librarian 

(i;  ...  Supervising  some  designated  activity  or  activi¬ 
ties.  Please  specify  . 

^j)  ...  Acting  as  coach  for  one  or  more  of  the  following 
sports:  (1)  ...  hockey  {2)  ...  baseball  ... 
softball  (4;  ...  others.  Please  specify  . 


(,k;  ...  Acting  as  custodian  of  games  and  equipment 
Please  state  any  other  . 


2.  How  much  time,  in  hours,  do  you  spend  on  noon-duty  on  a 

per  week  basis?  . hours. 

3.  Please  rank  the  following  functions  of  noon-hour  super¬ 
vision  in  order  of  their  importance,  from  your  point  of 
view : 

.  To  protect  pupils  from  accidents 

.  To  protect  school  property 


■ -iC. 

.1." 

■.''  I  a  :v 


- . . . .  , .  ^ 

■■■  ''■'■■ 
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.....  TO  preserve  order  and  discipline 

.  To  provide  protection  against  legal  liability 

.  To  be  on  call  to  settle  difficulties 

.  TO  guide  pupils  into  worthwhile  activities 

.  To  develop  pupils  socially 

Please  state  any  others. 


4.  Does  your  principal  hold  any  staff  meetings  during  which 
the  noon-hour  activities  are  planaed  and  duties  are  as¬ 
signed?  .  If  so,  would  you  describe  these  meetings: 

(a;  ...  highly  democratic  (b)  ...  moderately  democratic 
(c)  ...  undemocratic 


3*  Please  check  which  of  the  following  are  your  complaints 
about  noon-hour  supervision  as  organized  in  your  school: 


i^Q)  .  • . 

Cb)  ... 

(c  J  . . . 

u;  ... 

)  . . . 

(f)  ... 

(g)  • . • 


The  principal  is  too  autocratic 

There  is  no  remuneration  or  other  compensation 

for  time  spent 

Some  members  of  the  staff  have  less  than  a  fair 
share  of  noon-hour  duty 

It  is  unfair  to  give  up  time  needed  for  one's 
own  lunch 

The  duties  are  not  clearly  defined 

The  general  public  demands  too  much  of  teachers 

Please  state  others  . 


UOMMENT 


6. 


Please  indicate  by  check,  marks  your  opinion  as  "Y”,  "N'* 
or  "U”  No,  Undecided;  to  the  following  questions 

in  the  spaces  provided: 


Y 


N 


U 


ta;  In  general,  do  the  members  of  your  staff 
accept  noon-hour  supervisory  duties 
willingly?  . 


> 


^b;  Are  the  facilities  and  equipment  avail¬ 
able  in  your  school  adequate  for  varied 
noon-hour  activities?  . 

^c;  when  changes  are  made  in  the  supervision 
program  which  stand  to  affect  you,  are 
you  consulted  firstr  . 


(d)  Do  you  think  that  most  noon-hour  activi¬ 
ties  should  be  scheduled?  . 


■l- 


! 


c 


,2'i 


•  y,U  .  .. 

UU  ; 


iilpr  ^  V  .  V  -■  ■  " 


1 


; -<lo  .  V 
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■ 


Do  you  feel  that  the  time  that  you  are 
required  to  spend  on  noon-duty  is 
reasonable?  . 

i^f)  DO  you  feel  that  the  time  you  are  re¬ 
quired  to  spend  on  noon-duty  presents 
any  hardships  or  sacrifices  on  your  part? 

^g)  Do  you  feel  that  your  noon-hour  program 
gives  all  your  pupils  something  worth¬ 
while  to  do?  . 

{h)  Do  you  feel  that  you  could  be  relieved 

of  your  noon  duties  partly  by  parent  help? 

ii;  Do  you  think  that  conveyed  pupils  may 
go  up-town,  if  they  desire,  without 
permission?  . 

ij;  DO  you  think  that  pupils  who  participate 
in  noon-hour  activities  do  better  in 
their  school  work?  . 

Comments  on  any  of  the  above  items  . 


-1 


APPiliNUlX  B.2. 


Vilna,  Alberta 
May  2^,  19^1 


My  thesis  committee  has  asked  me  to  obtain  reactions  of 
classroom  teachers  to  noon-hour  supervision.  1  have  decided 
to  send  “teacher"  questionnaires  to  selected  principals  whom 
1  know  personally  in  the  hope  that  they  will  distribute  these 
to  their  staffs,  i  trust  that  i  can  count  on  your  co-operation 
and  assistance. 

Jinclosed  you  will  find  thirteen  questionnaires,  twelve 
small  envelopes  and  one  large  one.  i  would  like  you  to  dis¬ 
tribute  one  questionnaire  and  an  envelope  to  one  teacher  of 
every  grade  in  your  school.  The  extra  copy  is  for 

yourself  which  you  don’t  need  to  return,  if  you  have  more 
than  one  teacher  in  any  grade,  please  decide  yourself  which 
one  will  complete  the  questionnaire  for  that  grade. 

The  questionnaire  will  take  but  a  lew  minutes  to  complete. 
TO  ensure  confidence,  kindly  ask  each  teacher  to  enclose  the 
questionnaire  in  the  small  envelope  provided,  nindly  collect 
these  envelopes  and  return  them  to  me  in  the  large  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelops. 

1  would  like  to  receive  the  “teacher"  questionnaires 
by  June  8,  1931,  if  at  all  possible,  lor  your  assistance 
I  shall  be  most  grateful. 


Yours  sincerely, 


M.  W.  Rudiak 


APPENDIX  C 


Saniple  of  Questionnaires  Distributed 
to  Parents 


101 


APPhiNDIX  C 

NOON-HOUR  SUEERVIblON  IN  ALBERTA  SCHOOLS  IN  WHICH  PikRT  OF  THE 

PUPILb  ARE  OOmurfED 

Please  state  whether  you  are  a  MOTHER .  or  iJ'ATHER . 


The  purpose  of  this  questionnaire  is  to  seek  improve¬ 
ment  to  our  noon-hour  supervisory  program.  Parents  of  students 
are  vitally  concerned;  therefore,  you  are  invited  to  fill  out 
this  questionnaire  and  return  it  to  school  with  your  son  or 
daughter. 


fou  need  not  sign  your  name. 


1.  Do  you  feel  that  it  is  the  teachers*  duty  to  supervise  the 

school  and  playgrounds  during  the  lunch-hour?  .  If  so, 

please  indicate  by  check  marks  which  of  the  following 
places,  in  your  opinion,  should  be  supervised: 


lunch  rooms 

(e)  ... 

play-grounds 

classrooms 

Cf)  ... 

gymnasium 

hallways 

(g)  . . . 

business  places  up-town 

pi  ay- rooms 

Please 

state  others  . 

2(a)  Would  you  want  your  school  to  make  provision  for  hot 

lunches?  .  if  so,  which  of  the  following,  do  you 

feel,  should  be  provided: 

(1)  ...  cocoa  (2)  ...  soup  (3)  ...  stew  (4)  ...  pudding 

Please  state  others  . . . . 

i,b)  Would  you  be  willing  to  pay  for  the  hot  lunch  provided 
for  your  children? . 

(c)  Do  your  children  lunch  up-town  at  present? .  if  so, 

would  you  rather  have  them  eat  hot  lunch  in  school  if 
it  were  provided?  . 

(d)  Would  you  be  willing  to  take  turns  in  preparing  a  hot 

lunch  in  school?  .  if  yes,  how  often: 

(1)  ...  once  a  week  (3)  ,,,  once  a  month 

(2)  ...  once  every  two  weeks  {4)  . 


<‘1 
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i.e)  Would  you  be  willing  to  take  turns  in  supervising  the 
play  activities  of  the  elementary  pupils  during  the 
noon- hour?  .  If  yes,  please  state  how  often  . 


Please  make  comments,  if  you  desire,  on  any  of  the  above 
items . 


Do  you  think  that  conveyed  pupils  should  obtain  permis¬ 
sion  if  they  want  to  go  up-town  at  noon?  .  if  yes, 

what  arrangement  would  you  recommend: 


(a) 

i.e) 

U) 


...  All  pupils  must  have  written  permission  from 
parents 

...  urades  one  to  six  only  must  have  written  per¬ 
mission  from  parents 

...  All  pupils  must  obtain  permission  from  the 
supervisors  in  charge 

...  All  pupils  may  obtain  only . . passes 

(one,  two,  etc.; 

per  week  from  the  home  room  teacher 
...  Only  the  oldest  child  in  family  may  obtain  per¬ 
mission  from  the  supervisor 
Please  state  any  other  arrangement  . 


4. 


Please  indicate  your  opinion  as  ”Y",  ’’N”,  or  ’'U'»  (Yes, 
No,  Undecided;  to  the  following  questions  in  the  spaces 
provided : 


(^a)  Should  all  pupils  be  encouraged  to 

participate  in  noon-hour  activities?  .... 


N 


U 


(.b)  Should  teachers  be  paid  extra  for 
noon-hour  supervision?  . 


(c)  Should  high  school  teachers  who  coach 
sports  be  compensated  by  teaching 
fewer  credits?  . 


^d)  Do  you  think  that  teachers  should  have 
their  lunch  period  free  from  the  res¬ 
ponsibility  of  supervising  pupils?  . 

(e)  Are  you  kept  informed  of  what  noon-hour 
activities  are  carried  on  in  your  school? 


r  *;  .n 
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(f)  Would  you  support  the  school  board’s 
spending  more  money  on  games  and  equip¬ 
ment  i’or  noon- hour  activites?  . 

Cg)  Do  your  children  like  the  noon-activity 
program  provided  by  your  school?  . 

(h)  Do  you  think  you  should  help  to  correct 

unfounded  criticism  of  your  school's 
noon-activity  program?  . 

(i)  Do  you  think  that  participation  by  your 
children  in  noon-hour  activities  will 
make  them  better  students  in  school?  .... 

^j)  Would  you  like  to  see  the  school  board 
hire  special  supervisors  to  look  after 
noon-hour  supervision?  . 


Goymwns 
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